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Letter 


FROMTHISOLD HOUSE 


The case of the 
disappearing patio 



I had moved two tons of gravel before I came either to my 
senses or near total physical collapse. When your muscles 
begin to howl and you actually believe you hear them, it’s 
hard to tell whether it’s your brain offering a smart warning 
or your back giving out. Either way, it had been a long, hot day 
carrying 80 separate 50-pound bags of something called Susque- 
hanna pea gravel into the backyard for the pebble-stone patio we 
were building. I was done. Cooked. And so I staggered to a chair 
for a beer. I looked to my left and saw a small man with horns 
and wings. I looked to my right and saw a roaring lion. 

I knew I was not hallucinating — just beat. I’d picked up the 
gargoyles to use as decoration in the garden — much like the statu- 
ary in the beautiful backyard story “Garden Ornaments,” on page 
62 — and with the hard-earned arrival of the gravel, they would 
finally find a proper place in the flower beds that surrounded it. 

What I thought was a hallucination came some days later, when 
I started to believe that the gravel, my gravel, was disappearing. Right there at the foot 
of the back steps where I’d labored to spread a 3- or 4-inch layer of the ys-inch stone. At 
first I’m sure I didn’t notice — sort of like Humphrey Bogart and the strawberries in The 
Caine Mutiny. Soon, though, I felt less cushion stepping off the stair. Bit by bit my work 
seemed to thin out. And then one day it was down to the landscape fabric. Where was 
it all going? Was I mad, a Captain Queeg in the making? 

I looked around the yard and the lion sat staring at me with jaws agape. And that’s 
when I saw it. On the very back of the lion’s tongue — which acted as a raceway right 
through the animal from when it was more properly used to channel rainwater away 
from a building — sat a brown pebble. 

“Aha! ” I said, now knowing where my stone was going. “The lion was eating it! ” 
And with that I heard my wife, who’d come outside with our 3-year-old to play in 
the stones, say, “Why are you talking to yourself?” 

“Someone’s stealing my pebbles,” I said, “and now I know who!” She gave me that 
look, the one that said I had indeed gone mad. And as she did, my son bumped into me 
as he picked up a scoop of gravel at my feet with his purple plastic shovel and wandered 
over to dump them into the lion’s mouth. I heard the rushing clatter of the pebbles speed 
through the statue and out the other side in a crush of noise. “Feeding the lion. Daddy,” 
my son said. I smiled, looked behind the lion and there, in a pile among a tangle of daylil- 
ies, were a couple of bags’ worth of stone. Relieved that I was still sane, I bent to grab a 
handful of the stuff. I knew the howl I heard this time was most definitely my back. 


The editor, kicking back 
and sharing a beer with his 
gargoyle companions— 
er, garden ornaments. 


Got your own 
tale of woe? 






SCOTT OMELIANUK, EDITOR 
scott@thisoldhouse.com 


Misery loves company. 
Share your DIY gaffes, 
goofs, and gripes 
with me on Twitter 
@scottomelianuk 
using #TellTOH. 
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Reader mail 



House 


How to reach us 

THE EDITORS: E-mail TOHJetters® 
thisoldhouse.com or write to This 
Old House magazine, 135 West 50th 
Street, New York, NY 10020. 

^ Include your full name, address, and 
phone number. Published letters are 
edited for clarity and length. 


PRACTICAL BEAUTY appeals to This Old House readers, 
as evidenced by our in-box this month. Here, words from 
the wise on our June 2015 outdoor getaways piece, 
successful tips from Norm, hardwood decking, and more. 
And not one but two reader projects suitable for gardeners! 


Pest-free getaways 

After your June 2015 issue featured more 
wonderful outdoor living spaces [“Great 
Outdoor Getaways”], I had to write. They 
all look very beautiful, and they’re full of 
ideas. However, if you share outdoor living 
spaces with mosquitoes, forget anything 
without screens! We have had a deck for 
years but unfortunately can use it only in 
early spring and after the first frost in fall. 
In summer, we get murdered by those 
bloodsucking pests, and nothing but screens 
will keep them at bay. How about featuring 
more three-season-type rooms? 

-KEN LINK, CROWN POINT, IND. 

THE EDITORS REPLY: We are sure to revisit 
screened and three-season rooms in future 
issues, Ken, but in the meantime you can 
find previous TOH articles and ideas on 
that topic — plus some skeeter-b eating ideas 
to try — at thisoldhouse.com/aug2015. 


Finish tips from Norm 

I’ve been refinishing furniture, usually an- 
tique, for over 60 years. I recently purchased 
a decrepit old maple desk and saw the Ask 
This Old House Q + A from TOH master 
carpenter Norm Abram about wipe-on 
polys [June 2015]. I was unfamiliar with 
this type of product and decided to try it. I 
was thrilled with the results. The material 
was so much easier to use, and the desk 
turned out beautifully. Thanks! 

-SHIRLEE N. GLASS, CENTENNIAL, COLO. 

Ipe caveat 

Regarding “All About Hardwood Deck- 
ing” in the June 2015 issue: I have used ipe 
decking over the past 15 years on a number 
of projects and always had excellent results 
while living in a coastal environment. But 
once I moved to Nevada, with its much 
drier climate, and started using ipe for sev- 
eral different projects, I found it to be 


^EADER_^ 


PROJECTS 
OF THE 
MONTH 




Sewed-up planter 

-MARGIE BIGGS, SANDOVAL, ILL. 


I saw your idea for a planter made from an antique 
sewing-machine base [Home Solutions, April 2015, 
at far right]. We had one from my mother’s barn. 

My wonderful husband, Mike, used scrap wood and 
leftover paint to make the box. Spent about $40, 
including the plants. Thanks for the great idea! 
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PROJECTS 
OF THE 
MONTH 


Rack ’em 

-BARBARA AND BILL 
BRETHERICK, WAYCROSS, GA. 


We tidied up our messy porch with your boot- 
stand project [far right] and are thrilled with the 
results. It’s a modified version, with 10 balusters 
instead of eight, but perfectly fits my mise en place 
attitude! [Good for muddy gardening clogs, too; 
find the how-to at thisoldhouse.com/aug2015.] 



prone to shrinkage. After about six 
months, every plank shrank across its 
width by 10 to 15 percent, causing no- 
ticeable separation between boards. 

I would caution consumers to con- 
sider their climate before assuming the 
advertised stability of ipe and other 
hardwood decking. 

As a lifelong woodworker, I thank 
you for all the informative articles you 
publish each month in your magazine. 

-JOHN FARROW, BY E-MAIL 

Safer passage 

The freshened-up porch [Home Solu- 
tions, June 2015] could do with one 
more improvement: I would have also 
put in a new storm door, with the hinge 
on the left. This would put persons exit- 
ing or entering more in line with the 
steps. It may seem like a small point, but 
for a person with mobility problems, it 
could mean a less restricted environment 
and greater safety. 

-KAY HILL, MINERAL WELLS, W.VA. 

It pays to save TOH issues 

We still have the original locks on all 
the doors in our 1936 home, and we use 
the old skeleton keys to unlock those 
doors. A while back, our daughter lost 


one of the two original skeleton keys 
we use for an entry door, and we needed 
to replace it ASAP. 

Luckily, I remembered there was a 
previous TOH story about making a 
replacement key [Ask This Old House, 
March 2014, photo below]. Sifting 
through my back issues, I found the ar- 
ticle I needed, with all the information 
to make a new key. I purchased blank 
skeleton keys online, and, following the 
instructions to the letter, I was able to 
make new keys (filing carefully) and 
also clean out the lock so that it works 



Reader-tested: Replacing a lost skeleton key 
just takes careful marking and filing. 


better than ever. Thanks, TOH! I save 
your old issues and you saved the day! 

-DON MASTRO, ENDICOTT, N.Y. 

THE EDITORS REPLY: Glad to help, 
Don. And if anybody missed that issue, 
you can find the skeleton-key how-to at 
thisoldhouse.com/aug2015 . 

Stories and inspiration 

I get a bunch of decorating and home- 
design magazines, but TOH editor 
Scott Omelianuk’s is the only editor’s 
letter I read. It’s a story in itself and 
shows he’s right there with the rest of us. 
Most magazines waste that page on a 
summary of the issue. 

This Old House provides lots of 
great ideas. Some of what you feature is 
beyond my skill set, but who knows? I 
may learn to handle some power tools 
instead of just a paintbrush. Thanks for 
all the inspiration! 

- MARCY CAMPBELL, BY E-MAIL 


Correction 

In the June 2015 TOH Editors’ Picks, 
the website for finding TerminixAIIClear 
Mosquito Bait & Kill should have been 
baitandkill.com, not terminix.com. Our 
apologies for the error. 



Checklist 


AUGUST 2015 


Easy ways to 
improve your home 
right now 


6 FAST FIXES 


□ Shop late-season plant 
sales: Raid nurseries for 
late-summer deals to fill in any 
holes in beds and borders. 


M Beach-proof your 
washing machine 
Sandy laundry won’t just 
damage other garments in 
your load— it can also clog 
the machine if it builds up 
in the drain hose. To keep 
the summer memories but 
prevent future headaches, 
shake out towels and suits 
before tossing them in the 
wash. Afterward, wipe 
around the rim of your 
washer and gasket with a 
wet paper towel to pick up 
any lingering grains. 




□ Stay safe in storms: Trim 
branches hanging over your 
roof or near windows to help 
avoid costly storm damage. 

□ Help out your freezer: 

A fuller freezer will keep food 
cold longer in case of a power 
outage. Fill any gaps with a 
couple of bags of ice or a milk 
jugfilled with water. 

□ Perk up pillows: Set out 

cushions in direct sunfora 
few hours, flipping halfway 
through, to help them plump 
up by evaporating interior 
moisture— it’ll kill allergy- 
causing dust mites, too. 

□ Check fences: Inspect for 
loose posts and rotting wood; 
repair as needed. Cut back 
encroaching greenery, which 
can speed wood decay. 

□ Keep AC drain lines clear: 

Prevent algae buildup by 
pouring ^4 cup of bleach 
down the access pipe. After 
30 minutes, flush with a 
gallon of water. 


TOH \ 
TIP / 


□ Clean up the dehumidifier 

Hot, humid summer days will have your dehumidifier working overtime, 
but a quick cleaning can keep things running smoothly. After unplugging 
the unit, empty the water tank and wash it with water and dish soap to 
prevent mold and mildew. Vacuum dust and debris from the air intake 
and the exhaust grill to maintain proper airflow. 


□ Outwit prowlers 

Finally taking that summer trip? Protect 

your house with these low-cost tricks: 

1. Place wood dowels cut to length to fit 
snugly in the bottom track of sliding doors 
so that they can’t be pried open. 2. Cover 
garage windows with opaque film so that 

it’s not obvious 
when your car 
is gone. 3. Hold 
off on social- 
media vacation 
chatter until 
you return, to 
avoid tip-offs 
about your 
empty house. 


□ Check 
your trees 

The invasive 
Asian 

longhorned 
beetle has 
killed more 
than 130,000 
birch, ash, and 
elm trees in the U.S., so take the time now 
to look for warning signs in your backyard. 
Watch for dead branches, dime-size holes 
in trunks, or shallow scars in bark, and 
report any damage to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. A certified arborist can help 
with safe tree removal. Go to asianlong 
hornedbeetle.com for more information. 
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EXCEPTIONAL BEAUTY. 
LASTING PROTECTION. 
SIMPLY. DONE. 



With an ALL-CLIMATE PROTECTION PACKAGE™ and COLOR RICH™ Technology, 

our Advanced Stain + Sealant in One delivers a rich, beautiful look that lasts for years. 
OLYMPIC® Stain — America’s most trusted brand since 1938. 


Exclusively at 



Where should 
my kid go to college? 

Get the answers with the Money College Planner"! 



The right school. The right price. The best value. 

Value-Focused Customizable search One-on-one Financial 

rankings of 737 schools expert advice tools 


For $24.95 a year, the Money College Planner’" will help you find the schools 
that your child will love and your finances can handle. Stress averted. 
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home solutions 


INSIDE i WOOD FINISHES i YARDOARE i COOKING TIPS i OUTDOOR LIVING i MORE 


Leftover- 
tile table 



In summertime, the projects 
should be just as easy as the 
livin'. Take this outdoor 
table: All you need is a few 
extra tiles, a folding luggage 
rack, plywood, and a length 
of molding. To create our 
tabletop, we laid out tiles, 
then cut the plywood to size. 
Adhesive mat (SimpleMat, 
$22; homedepot.com) 
quickly set the tile, which 
we then grouted. We added 
molding for a tray-like rim 
and caulked where it meets 
the tile. Screwing the top 
to the luggage rack 
from below adds 
stability; blue paint 
ties it together. The I 

result: a perfect spot 
to relax— and plenty of 
weekend left to enjoy. 


Merola “Revival Ring" ceramic tile, $1.97 each; homedepot.com 
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home solutions 


woodfinishes 


yard care 



Fix a stain 
mistake 

Applying wood stain can be tricky, 
but don’t reach for the paint can just 
yet. Here, three ways to remedy a 
stain job gone wrong, -katelin hill 

GOOF 1: The color isn’t right. 

Going darker is easy enough— just 
add more stain. Too red? Minwax’s 
PolyShades is a tinted polyurethane 
that lets you change the tone by 
adding, say, brown, to balance 
it out. It’s always best to build your 
colorgradually— the one thing 
you can’t do is go lighter. 

GOOF 2: It’s streaky. 

First, strip as much of the color as 
possible: If you’re usingan oil-based 
stain, scrub the surface, while it’s 
still wet, with a Scotch-Brite pad 
and mineral spirits or naptha. For 
water-based stains, use a lacquer 
thinner. Scrub out the streaks, then 
reapply the stain liberally. Wipe off 
the excess with a rag immediately. 

GOOFS: It’s splotchy. 

Some tree species contain pockets of 
sap, which cause the wood to absorb 
stain unevenly. Start by stripping off 
what you can (as described above), 
then seal the wood with a water-thin 
mix of de-waxed shellac and alcohol. 
Saturate the wood with the solution 
and wipe it off. Let it dry for 2 hours. 
Then switch to a 100 percent 
pigmented stain, such as Varathane 
(most stains are a mix of dye and 
pigment). Wipe away as needed to 
even out the differences in color. 



FOR YOUR LAWN: [ 

TAPROOT HAND WEEDER I 


Mowing over weeds doesn’t 
remove their roots. The distinct bend 
of this weeder acts as a fulcrum, 
making it easier to dig around and 
pull out the taproots of dandelions, 
chickweed, and plantain. Don’t forget 
to fertilize: A healthy crop of dense 
turf gives weeds less of a chance. - ^ 

$8; fiskars.com 


Tools and 
tipsfor 
tackling 
weeds 


FOR VEGGIE BEDS: 
LONG-HANDLED 
LOOP WEEDER 

Reach weeds between 
crop rows— and save 
your back— with this 
2-in-l tool’s long 
handle and sharpened 
steel loop that lets 
you extract small 
weeds at their roots 
in damp soil. Bonus: 
You can use the 
cultivator to loosen 
densely packed beds 
next spring. $43; 
garrettwade.com 


You’ve fought the heat 
with regular watering only 
to find stubborn weeds 
flourishing. Extract the 
intruders with this trio of 
targeted tools. 

-SALVAGLICA 


FOR FLOWER BEDS: "I 
FINGER WEEDER J 

This nimble tool fits 
over your pointer finger 
and goes where larger 
weeders can’t, so it’s 
perfect for detail work 
in flower beds. But 
don’t go overboard: 
Disturbing the soil too 
much brings new weed 
seeds to the surface. 

$5; theringweeder.com 
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It wouldn't make sense if you ordered a foot-long dog and 
were forced to pay for a 40 -footer. But that’s exactly how 
traditional HVAC works. You fork over money to cool and heat 
rooms you aren't using. Mitsubishi Electric offers a better way. 
With individual room temperature control, no new ductwork 
and lower energy bills. Hot dog. 

visit mitsublshlcomfort.com 
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©x!015 Mitsubishi Electric US, Snc, 




home solutions 


cookouttips i outdoor living 


Genius grilling hacks 

Show everyone who the master of the grill is 
with clever shortcuts that use items you may 
already have on hand. Here, six ideas for your 
next cookout. -k.h. 



» Hardware-cloth grill basket 

When vegetables are cut into small 
pieces, they can slip through the 
grate. T ry cooking them in a pouch 
made from a scrap of stainless-steel 
wire cloth. Fold in half a piece large 
enough to hold the food, then fold 
over the edges to close it up on two 
sides like an envelope. Clean with 
warm water and a few drops of mild 
dish detergent. Grill with one end 
open so that you can pour the 
veggies out while they’re still hot. 

» Speedy skewered sausages 

Rather than throwing sausages on 
thegrill and waiting for their centers 
to cook or heat through, thread 
each one lengthwise with a flat 
metal skewer. This not only makes 
turning easier but also helps 
reduce cooking time because 
the metal conducts heat. 


» Brick-flattened chicken 

Take a cue from the Italians and 
prepare the T uscan specialty 
known as polio al mattone, or 
chicken under a brick. Wrap a 
clay brick in foil and place it on 
top of a butterflied whole chicken. 
Since this creates a more even 
cooking surface, the chicken 
comes out juicier and crispier. 

» Paper-egg-carton firestarter 

When you’re getting ready to grill, 
it can take a little nursing to get the 
fire going. For a simple shortcut, 
pack an empty paper egg carton 
with charcoal briquettes. Set the 
whole thinginthegrill, pile more 
charcoal on top, then light the carton. 
By the time the cardboard burns 
away, the coals will have caught. 



Easy DIY centerpiece 


You can t get much lower maintenance than this: Fill colorful empty 
tins with an array of succulents, such as aloe, zebra plant, sedum, and 
cactus. Because they thrive in direct sun, you can leave them outside 
all summer, provided they have good drainage. To get started, drill 
small holes in the bottom of clean cans and fill with a fast-draining 
cactus-and-succulent planting mix. Pot up the plants and top with 
decorative gravel. Grouped together, they make a striking and 
fuss-free display— no green thumb required. — M. brunner 
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» Cedar-lx4-grilled salmon 

Salmon always tastes better a /a 
plancha, but cedar planks can go for 
as much as $4 for a single-use piece 
in cookware stores. Instead, buy an 
untreated cedar 1x4 at the home 
center, cut it down to roughly 10-inch 
pieces, and sand well to create a 
clean surface. Soak in water for 
about 30 minutes before cooking. 

» Onion grill cleaner 

While the coals are still hot, use 
tongs or a fork to rub half of a large 
onion cut-side-down overthe grill 
grate. The onion’s oils will help to 
loosen the debris. 


MORE BBQ SHORTCUTS 

For additional grilling hacks, go 

to thisoldhouse.com/aug2015 


r 


r EXPERT 1 

L 

TIP i 

L 
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TURN ON THE FAN 

When used consistently, 
fans can reduce the need 
for air-conditioning hy as 
much as 30 percent, 
depending on where you 
live. They can make you 
feel 3 to 8 degrees cooler 
hy blowing hot air away 
from your body. That 
means you can raise the 
temperature on your AC 
several degrees and still 
feel comfortable. 

-MAX SHERMAN, PhD, 
SENIOR SCIENTIST, LAWRENCE 
BERKELEY NATIONAL LABORATORY, 
U.S.DEPARTMENTOE ENERGY 
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It's Yes food, IVs Oscar Mayer. 


home solutions 


expert advice 


Five design goofs to avoid 

Impractical upholstery, wall paint that’s too bright— we’ve all 
made a misstep or two when it comes to finishing our living spaces. 
Here, designers dish on five things homeowners often get wrong 
and offer tips on how to get them right. —M. BRUNNER 


1 

BUYING EVERYTHING 
FROM ONE STORE 

Perusing your favorite 
catalog, it’stemptingto 
buy everything you see. 
“Stores make it easy by 
setting up vignettes that 
create a mood,” says 
Robin Colton, an Austin, 
Texas-based interior 
designer. The upside: 
Everything goes together. 
The downside: Matchy- 
matchy decor can feel a 
little soulless. “A mix of 
styles, scale, and 
proportion is key to a 
room’s feeling layered and 
comfortable. You want a 
space that’s uniquely you 
and not the image a store 
is selling,” says Colton. 


2 

LINING THE 
WALLS WITH 
YOUR FURNITURE 

You’d think pushing 
everything against the 
walls would make your 
room seem bigger and 
more open, but putting 
too much space between 
pieces makes a room 
feel uninviting. “When 
you move things away 
from the wall, you create 
intimate spaces that 
allow for interaction 
and comfort,” says 
Colton. If your living 
room is on the small 
side, anchor some of 
the furniture on just 
one wall— for example, 
the sofa and end tables— 
as a solution. 



3 DESIGNING FOR THE LIFESTYLE YOU 
WANT VS. THE ONE YOU HAVE Sure, that 

pristine white sofa looks appealing in the showroom, but 
if you’ve got kids or pets or you just like to eat chips and 
salsa in front of the TV, think twice. “You’re not going to change 
human behavior, so you need to be realistic about mess and clutter,” 
says Nicole Sassaman, a Los Angeles-based interior designer. With 
seating, opt for stain-resistant indoor/outdoor fabric. Another 
problem: not enough storage. Many people fall in love with, say, a 
leggy console table, then complain that they have nowhere to stash 
throws or board games. Look for storage ottomans or pieces with 
doors to keep clutter out of sight. 



4 TOO-SMALL 
RUGS Besides 
being a cozy cushion 
for your feet at the 
end of a iong day, a rug helps 
define a space and add color, 
texture, and pattern. If a rug 
is too small, it looks skimpy. 
“Either all of yourfurnishings 
should be completely on the 
rug, or the front two legs of 
sofas or chairs should sit on 
it,” says Colton. Since larger 
rugs can be pricey, one 
solution is to lay two identical 
smaller ones side by side. A 
carpet repair pro can even 
stitch them together for 
a more permanent fix. 


5 

SELECTING PAINT COLORS 
BEFORE FURNITURE Flip through any 
paint deck and you’ll see a dizzying number of 
shades. It’s much harder to find the right home 
furnishings, draperies, and rugs, which is why 
Colton recommends making paint the last thing 
you choose for a space. T o preview a color, paint 
adhesive-backed sample boards (Small Wall 
boards, $5.69 for a two-pack; mysmallwall.com 
for retailers); they can be repositioned, so you 
can move them around the room at different 
times of day. One more tip: Don’t count on a 
store to match a paint color from another 
company. Says Colton, “It’s a surefire way to 
get a color that’s not what you were expecting.” 
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Glidden® Premium Exterior Paint. Scored better than 
paints costing $50 or more in an independent test. 



Available at 
The Home Depot. 


Results based on Glidden® Premium Exterior across aii sheens. 


The smarter way to WOW™ 



home solutions 


healthy home 


> 


Buggy bed companions 

After decades of lying low, bedbugs made a major comeback in the late 1990s and liked what they saw: a world of globe-trotters blithely 
unaware of how they could further the bedbug cause. In 1999, just a quarter of polled U.S. pest pros were battling the little biters; in 2014 it 
was all of them, with summer the busiest season for many. The first global bedbug summit, held this year, floated such desperate measures 
as deploying bedbug-eating pharaoh ants indoors. Short of that, a certified, licensed pro can help, along with these tips. —DEBORAH BALDWI N 


THEY LIKE TO TRAVEL 


THEY CAN GO FOR 
MONTHS WITHOUT 
FOOD OR DRINK 

If bugs move in, you 
may be tempted to 
simply move out. But 
take your time: You’ll 
need five months to 
starve out bedbugs, 
whether you’re 
abandoning your home 
or isolating a suspect 
chair in the shed. Any 
less and you will likely 
find the same hungry 
pack, much hungrier 
now, of course, given 
your absence. 


cSP 



This pest’s preferred mode is 
hitchhiking— in your suitcase, for 
example. They will also move around 
inside walls and even down the hall, 
making treatment of multifamily 
housing tricky: They can decamp 
quickly, leaving behind eggs. 


eJtp=» 








THEY ARE BETTER VAMPIRES 

Before settling down for a blood meal, 
they inject their victim with a pain- 
killer and an anticoagulant. Clever! 
Bitees continue to sleep peacefully 
but will probably awake with itchy 
welts, an allergic reaction. Luckily, 
these suckers don’t transmit disease. 


DARKNESS IS THEIR OLD FRIEND 


When exposed to light, these tiny, 
wingless insects flatten themselves and 
wiggle into cracks, crevices— anyplace 
that’s dark and protective. Bedsprings, 
mattress seams, and upholstered 
furniture are favorite spots, but they have 
also been caught red-bodied in dressers 
and behind switch plates and artwork. 


THEY HAVE CRAZY, PRODUCTIVE SEX 

Picture a needle-like male appendage that 
bypasses the female’s genitalia, piercing the 
exoskeleton and filling its cavity with sperm, 
which somehow finds its way. Females have a 
defense mechanism, but it’s a losing battle: 
Other males line up, one thing leads to 
another, and may the best sperm win. The 
methodology seems to serve the species: 
Females lay one to five eggs per day— per bug. 


Take hack 
the night 

An invasion big enough to 
feel and see is big enough 
to warrant a pro. While 
awaiting treatment: 

► HUNT AND PECK Use a 

flashlight and a credit card 
to pry into mattress seams. 
Attack with a vacuum 
cleaner equipped with 
a bag and a crevice 
attachment. Put the vac 
bag in a sealed plastic bag, 
and ditch it far away from 
human homes. Then scrub 
down the attachment. 

► FREEZE OR BAKE Bag 

small items, like books and 
shoes, and store at 0°F for 
four days. Bedding and 
clothes can be tossed in a 
dryer set at 115°F to 120°F 
(medium to high) for at 
least 30 minutes. Low-vapor 
commercial steamers can 
kill the eggs as well as the 
bugs, but only on contact. 

► USE PROTECTION Zip 

mattresses and box springs 
into bug-blocking covers. 
Outfit the legs of bed frames 
with special preventive 
bedbug-interceptor cups. 

► POISON Pros rely on 
specially formulated 
insecticides and desiccants, 
like diatomaceous earth 
and boric acid, to get into 
crevices and other places 
where bugs and their eggs 
may nest. Foggers don’t 
work; and, no matter how 
tempting, don’t reach for 

a blow torch. 
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Charming Finds 

for Your All-American Home 



Search by item number on Wayfair.com: 

a. FanClocklMX4146 b. Boudoir Pillow NCX1481 c. Wall Mirror RD1 091 d. 3-Piece Basket 
SetNHG1976 e. Mini Pendant ELL6277 f. Table Lamp HW3787 g. Oversized Clock HW3787 
h. Letter Block PVL7017 i. Arm Chair LMS2574 j. Console Table SNPN2321 
k. Island Cart SAU1957 i. Natural Rug FV34823 



l.CllJ..coirL 

a zillion things home' 



home solutions 


budget redo 


A cheery laundry room for $420 

Bold stripes, DIYbutcher block, and thoughtful details turn 
a dingy utility room into a space with function and flair 



BEFORE The room sorely 
lacked tidy storage solutions— 
cleaning supplies sat on the 
washer and dryer and there was 
no place to fold or sort clothes. 

AFTER It’s a brighter and more 
productive laundry room with 
ample counter space. Deep 
baskets on open shelves keep 
supplies out of sight but within 
easy reach. 



THE 

PROJECT 

TALLY 

Tore up three layers 
of peel-and-stick 
vinyl tiles and installed 
bamboo flooring.... ^770 

Covered the walls 
with mold-killing 
primer: painted 
the upper portion 
white and navy $40 

Hung headboard 
wallpaper and capped 
it with a decorative 
chair rail $50 

Removed an awkwardly 
placed shelf, hooks, 
and a mirror; patched 
the walls: and installed 
three open shelves with 
wood brackets $110 

Built a faux-butcher- 
block countertop using 
plywood and cedar 
lx4s, and sealed it with 
polyurethane $35 

Added storage 
baskets, a colorful 
ironing-board cover, 
and a throw rug $75 


DOING LAUNDRY MAY BE A CHORE, but that doesn’t mean the laundry room has to be the most 
boring room in the house. Just ask Katie and Matthew Parris, who recently renovated their 1992 home, 
in Merritt Island, Florida. Over the past two-plus decades, the laundry room had acquired layers of 
dingy, dated decor. F ir st task: ripping up three kinds of vinyl flooring to install warm bamboo planks. 
Then they peeled back two layers of wallpaper only to discover a mold problem. After scrubbing the 
walls with bleach and applying a coat of mold-killing primer, they hung headboard wallpaper on the 
bottom half of the walls and painted crisp navy stripes on the upper half, adding a chair rail to conceal 
the transition. Katie wanted a butcher-block counter, but a slab deep enough to fit over the washer and 
dryer was not in the budget. Matt’s solution? Edge-glued cedar lx4s screwed into a plywood base, with 
a 1x4 turned on edge and trimmed to flnish the front. Open shelves, storage baskets, and a punchy 
ironing-board cover provide the flnishing touches to a space that’s no longer an eyesore. 'T used to hate 
going in there,” Katie says. ''Now it’s my favorite room in the house!” — kateli N H l LL 


TOTAL $420 
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The Naples Bath Collection 

Now available in Distresse d finish 



■ Full extension drawer glides ■ Secure wall mount systems Exclusively at 

■ Soft close door bumpers ■ Pre-attached hardware 

■ Adjustable interior shelves ■ Durably built 

■ Concealed adjustable hinges ■ Fully assembled 





Bigger and better 

Two serious cooks with salvaging skills and DIY smarts expand on the 
charms of a 285-year-old house by deborah Baldwin + photographs by eric roth 
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© TACKLING A HOUSE 

SO old it predates George 
Washington requires a willing 
suspension of common sense. But 
Matthew and Ami Cecil weren’t 
fazed by the fixer-upper they bought 
in Sharon, Massachusetts, even 
though its kitchen had last seen a 
carpenter maybe 40 years ago. “My 
parents and Ami’s dad always had 
some project going,” Matthew says 
of the couple’s lifelong exposure 
to home improvements. Still, a 
sweeping redo of the 1730 house 
took a little longer than most DIY 
projects. “There wasn’t a piece of 
wood that didn’t have to be sistered 
or jacked up,” Matthew says. 

Working with a carpenter 
friend, Marty Barrett, and a 
cabinet and countertop company, 
the Cecils turned the breakfast 
room into a kitchen suited for 
enthusiastic cooks with two young 
children. Only one thing gave them 
pause: maneuvering a massive, 
salvaged cast-iron sink into place 
with a house jack that could move 
it just 6 inches at a time. “We 
treated it with kid gloves for a 
while,” Matthew says of the sink’s 
vintage porcelain finish. “But you 
can’t really hurt it, and anyway, 
it should look old.” That’s why 
they like it, after all. 


BEFORE The new kitchen’s 
location held a space-hogging 
fireplace and a breakfast table. 

AFTER Rebuilt using original 
beams and floorboards, it’s 
now finished with Shaker-style 
cabinets and soapstone 
countertops. Cabinets and 
countertops: Metropolitan 
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before + cifter: 
kitchen 

1. j 



» before + after: 
kitchen 


Custom replacement windows, added 
during the whole-house redo, evoke 
period style in a seating spot tied to the 
cooking area by Caribbean blue. Paint: 
Benjannin Moore’s Tranquil Blue. Windows: 
Andersen. Area rug: Dash & Albert 



before 

The 252-square-foot 
breakfast room was 
the starting point for 
the new cook space. 





The hardworking 
island doubles 
as a breakfast 
spot for the kids. 

Sink: New England 
Demolition & 
Salvage. Faucet: 
Elkay. Range: 
Capital. Tile: Daltile 


after 

Widened and shortened to hold 
340 square feet, the space is now a 
high-functioning family-size kitchen. 

^ 3] Enclosed the 
^ ^ standard-depth fridge 
^ for a flush, built-in look. 


1] Moved one 
exterior wall out 
about 2 feet and 
added a 2-foot 
bumpoutfora 
box bay to hold 
a window seat. 


2] Rebuilt the 
openings to the 
former kitchen 
and living room 
as a single, wider 
passageway to 
a dining area 
within open 
living space. 



4] Added an 
island with 

a microwave, 
a second oven, 
and seating. 

5] Moved the 
other exterior 
wall out about 
4 feet and put 
a 6-foot-long 
sink under 
the windows. 

6] Flanked the 
new range with 
storage and 
prep space. 
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The DIY light fixtures over 
the island recall fireflies 
captured in a jar. 




The homeowners 
salvaged old 
framing to make 
the island top and 
finished the floor 
by piecing together 
original floorboards 
from other rooms. 
The second oven is 
especially helpful 
at holiday time. 
Oven, refrigerator, 
and microwave: 
KitchenAid 



homeowner tip matthewcecil, sharon, mass. 

“We turned a pair of mason jars into pendant lights with 
inexpensive eonversion kits from the home center.” 



The old kitchen, a dilapidated 12-foot-wide galley, was absorbed by open-plan 
living and dining spaces. New oak ceiling beams were ordered roughcut and 
stained to match originals in the new kitchen. Chairs: Serena & Lily 



A custom wine rack 
caps a cabinet run 
along the route to 
the dining area. 


COLORFUL 

KITCHENS 

Find 12 great 
combos, from 
aqua and white 
to red and yellow, 

atthisoldhouse 

.com/aug2015 
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This is the moment your forearm 
has been waiting for. 


TOUCH2O® TECHNOLOGY. TOUCH IT ON, TOUCH IT OFF. 


Touch anywhere on the spout or handle with your wrist or forearm to start 
and stop the flow of water. For a demo, visit www.deltafaucetcom/touch 






before + after: 

bath 


Open and accessible 

Reworking a cramped master bath using the principles 
of universal design allows everyone room to move 

BY MEGAN BAKER + PHOTOGRAPHS BY DEBORAH WHITLAW LLEWELLYN 




BEFORE The hulking corner tub 
and vanity cabinet were among 
the master bath’s obstacles. 

AFTER A wide shower that’s open 
at both ends makes for smooth 
entrances and exits. The two 
vanities are open underneath. 


NO MATTER THE SIZE, a bathroom is useless if it’s inaccessible. That’s what Lena 
' and Ted Swanson found when they bought their 1980s home, in Walterboro, South 
Carolina, shortly after Ted was diagnosed with ALS, a degenerative neuromuscular disease. 
Knowing that they’d need to rethink the space to make it easier for Ted to navigate as the 
years progressed, the couple sought the help of Charleston designer Sandra Gaylord. With 
Ted’s needs in mind, Gaylord gutted the space — including a massive walk-in closet — to set 
the stage for an open floor plan that would accommodate a shower chair and attendants. 

The centerpiece: a spacious, curbless shower with four wall-mount sprays, long grab bars, a 
rainhead, and an adjustable-height hand shower, plus openings at both ends for easy comings 
and goings. One of the two new vanities provides clearance for a wheelchair, and a wall of 
built-ins organizes toiletries and equipment. With its expanse of clerestory windows and 
crisp white and blue walls, the room feels warm, not sterile. “We spend a lot of time in there, 
so we love the windows,” says Lena. “It’s so nice to be able to look out and see the sky.” 
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» before + after: 
bath 


A ceiling track guides Ted’s 
lift system, which runs from 
the bath into the bedroom. 



before 

A walk-in closet and a giant 
corner tub left little room for 
a wheelchair to maneuver. 




Clerestory windows 
intheshower let in 
plenty of natural light 
without sacrificing 
privacy or requiring 
cumbersome blinds 
or curtains. Two large 
glass panels on the 
interior shower wall 
filter light all the way 
through the room. 



Large, rectangular 
floor tiles are 
wheel-friendly; 
smaller border tiles 
and irregular shapes 
in the shower have 
plenty of grout for 
extra grip. 


after 

Swapping the large closet for two smaller 

ones, plus a built-in cabinet, freed floor space , 3] Built in cabinets and 

to create an easily navigable open layout. ^ ^ drawers for most-used 

equipment. 


1] Replaced the 
old shower with a 
wide roll-through 
space that leaves 
enough room for 
attendants. 

2] Added a 
shallow closet 
that puts 
everything 
within reach 
without 
obstructing 
valuable floor 
space. 




0 


\ 
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© 

shower 


linen 

closet 


built-in 

storage 


to master - 
bedroom 

^0= 


ceiling track 


^ 4] Created two 
vanities, the 
larger of which 
has knee-to-toe 
clearance for 
wheelchair 
access, plus large 
counters to keep 
\ essentials close 
at hand. 

L 

5] Widened the 
entry to 42 
inches and kept 
the door off for 
maximum 
accessibility. 


o 
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THE EASIEST 
EXTEND THE 
YOUR DECK. 


WAY TO 
LIFE OF 



Olympic® RESCUE IT!® Light is a Resurfacer + Sealant in One for lightly worn wood and 
concrete surfaces. With an easy-to-apply acrylic coating that conceals hairline cracks 
and helps prevent splinters, you’ll be left with a highly durable, barefoot-friendly finish. 
Extend the life of your deck with RESCUE IT! Light Resurfacer + Sealant in One. 


Available at 







Tuscan outdoor room 

A leaf-covered patio gets a romantic upgrade with vintage 
furniture, mood lighting, and a party-ready trestle table 

BY KATHRYN O’SHEA-EVANS + PHOTOGRAPH BY TRIA GIOVAN 


ALFRESCO MEALS, twinkly lights, verdant gardens — Italians 
know how to do summer nights right. But living la dolce vita can 
be yours for less than the cost of a ticket to Rome. Take this patio, 
which designer and fervent DIYer Heather Chadduck, the style 
director at Southern Living magazine, put together in back of a house 
in Birmingham, Alabama. Using an overgrown pergola from the 
movie Under the Tuscan Sun as muse, she added a simple iron 
structure and let wisteria grow wild. A long copper- topped trestle 
table edged by a medley of metal and woven chairs begs guests to sit 
and stay awhile under the glow of lights she fashioned from pickle and 
okra jars. Wicker- wrapped bottles act as vases and wine decanters; a 
fireplace supplies needed warmth on cooler evenings. 

To bring the idyllic look to your own backyard, read on. 



demijohn 

An oversize glass 
vessel is an eye- 
catching holder for 
leafy greens— a great 
way to bring nature 
farther into the 
space. $28; 
wayfair.com 


river- rock tile 

The homeowner got a custom 
patio for a fraction of the usual 
price by laying mesh-backed 
stone tile in large diamond 
shapes and having a mason pour 
concrete in between. $33 per 
square foot; homedepot.com 


outdoor 

hearth 


The homeowner’s 
stuccoed cinder- 
block fireplace 
sends a glow down 
the copper-topped 
table. This wood- 
burning steel 
version offers 
easier setup. $319; 
homedepot.com 






jar lighting 

Outdoor cord kits and 
black paint turn pickle 
and okra jars into 
rustic pendant lights. 
Extra holes and 
25-watt Edison bulbs 
prevent overheating. 
Cord kit, $6.95; 
paperlanternstore.com 


tub chair 

The homeowner’s 
mismatched seating 
adds a lot of charm; it 
includes 1930s-style 
armchairs like this 
one, which look even 
better after a few 
storms. $100 for a 
pair; target.com 


winejugs 

Enterprising oenophiles have 
long used wicker-wrapped bottles 
to prevent breakage. We 
found these on etsy.com for 
$14 and $16, respectively. 


Grapevines grow more quickly than 
wisteria, but they provide the same shade 
and bear fruit to boot. Search vinifera at 
landscapers-companion.com to find the 
best type for your area. 






leafy prints 

Upholster a chair like the 
homeowner’s in lush-looking outdoor 
fabric that can take the sun; just bring 
it indoors if the forecast calls for rain. 
$30 per yard; outdoorfabrics.com 


copper- topped table 

Chadduck’s handy father built the 

17-foot trestle table, and a roofer topped ^ ^ 

it with copper sheeting. To make a 
similar version, we used contact cement and copper 
nails to affix a 30-gauge copper roll to doubled-up 
plywood. T restle legs painted the same hue as the 

homeowner’s table (Farrow & Ball’s French Gray) J 

form the base. 36-by-40-inch copper roll, $127, and 
1 pound of copper nails, $24; basiccopper.com. 

Trestle legs, $15 each; ikea.com A 


DIY 




J 
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THREE QUESTIONS FOR 


Norm Abram 

This Old House Master Carpenter since 1979 





You’ve been with the show for all of its 35 years. 

How has residential building changed in that time? 

I think it’s changed for the better. The development of new, 
innovative building materials and energy-efficient heating 
and cooling systems and appliances gives us the opportunity 
to renovate and build homes that are stronger, smarter, and 
cleaner to run. 

Are there any trends in home-building today that you’re 
particularly excited about? Maybe it’s just my age, but I’m 
very excited about the whole concept of universal design. 

Having dealt with aging parents, the idea of downsizing our 
personal life has been on my mind recently. The Essex project we 
did recently (TOH TV, Season 33) came at just the right time, and 
it’s influencing our decisions in a very positive way. 


What’s the biggest mistake first-time remodelers make? And how 
can they avoid it? Thinking only in terms of how they want the 
project to look in the end. They should first ensure that the house is 
solid and weather-tight before improving the living spaces to avoid 
much bigger — and more expensive — problems down the road. It 
doesn’t do any good to have a beautiful kitchen in a house that has 
structural or mechanical problems. 


TUNE IN FOR NEW EPISODES ON PBS 

Check local listings or watch at thisoldhouse.com/watchTOH 
and join the conversation #thisoldhouse 


SPONSORED BY 




JLStateFarm 




shopping 


Glass cabinet knobs 

Delicate crystalline hardware brings a sense of history— 
and often a welcome dose of color— to drawers and doors 

BY MEGAN BAKER + PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARK LUND 


© AS HARDWARE GOES, 

there’s nothing more gem- 
like than glass knobs. A product 
of the 19th-century industrial 
boom, glass knobs were both 
beautiful and easy to mass- 
produce, making them popular 
among homeowners and 
manufacturers alike. Since then, 
they’ve graced drawers and doors 
through a range of architectural 
eras and decorative-arts styles, 
from intricate Victorian Eastlake 
to sleekly geometric Art Deco. 
Most of the originals were clear, 
but over time they grew more and 
more colorful — and these days 
the jewel-like fixtures come in a 
rainbow of hues. Here, 18 of our 
favorite finds. 





in the clear 

FIERI 

Size: VA inches across 
Highlights: Scalloped edges 
create a sculptural look. 

To buy: Clear Glass Knob, 
$6; pierl.com 






; pressed flowers 

' HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE 
Size: VA inches across 
Highlights: This Empire-style 
knob offers plenty of heft for 
large built-ins. 

To buy: Large Pressed 
Glass Dresser Knob With 
Flower Design, $8.79; 
houseofantiquehardware.com 



fluted style 

HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE 

Size: 1 inch across 
Highlights: Antique-inspired 
amber warms up a traditional 
ridged shape. 

To buy: Small Fluted Glass 
Cabinet Knob, $4.39; 
houseofantiquehardware.com 


frosted look 

NIFTY NOB 

Size: VA inches across 
Highlights: Delicate details 
become clear on this otherwise 
opaque knob. 

To buy: Grass Green Etched 
Knob, $11; wayfair.com 


AUGUST 2015 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 35 




• shopping I glass knobs 


deep blue 

LEWS HARDWARE 



pretty petals 

DWYER HOME COLLECTION 
Size: VA inches across 
Highlights: Pink 
Depression glass in a 
fluted shape has a soft, 
romantic glow. 
To buy: Daisy Knob in 
Peach, $6.25; 
dwyerhomecollection.com 


starburst 

WORLD MARKET 


i bubbling up 

! LIBERTY HARDWARE 

: Size: 1.14 inches across 
: Highlights: Green Depression 
! glass and a smattering of 
: irregular bubbles give this 
: knob a feeling of history, 
i To buy: Vintage Style Green 
: Bubble Glass Knob, $4.98; 
i homedepot.com 


totally hexed 


D. LAWLESS HARDWARE 
Size: VA inches across 
Highlights: Milky, opaque glass 
helps this knob’s blue-green 
color pop. 

To buy: Antique Milk Blue Glass 
Knob, $2.25; dlawlesshardware.com 


flower power 

D. LAWLESS HARDWARE 
Size: VA inches across 
Highlights: Frosted glass helps 
give a raised flower-petal 
pattern extra oomph. 
To buy: Betsy Fields Glass Knob 
in Amber, $5.37; 
dlawlesshardware.com 


Size: VA inches across 
Highlights: The basic button, in a 
sapphire-like hue, is versatile enough 
to suit any style of cabinetry. 
To buy: Cobalt and Brushed Nickel 
Knob, $14; gracioushome.com 


Size: IV 2 inches across 
Highlights: Yellow-green glass is 
grounded by bronze-toned metal. 
To buy: Green Glass Knob, $9.98 
for two; worldmarket.com 


crystal ball | 

THRESHOLD j 

Size: 1.17 inches across i 
Highlights: Faceted for a i 
dose of Hollywood ; 
Regency-style glamour. [ 
To buy: Crystal Faceted Knob, f 
$23 for four; target.com ; 



geometric look 

RESTORATION HARDWARE 
Size: VA inches across 
Highlights: Its octagonal 
shape and the hint of a 
violet hue make this one a 
vintage classic. 

To buy: Traditional Violet 
Glass Knob, $16; 
restorationhardware.com ft 


melon 

CENTURY 

Size: VA inches across 
Highlights: A quintessential 
Victorian-era profile in a lovely 
spring green. 

To buy: Tahoe Collection Glass 
Round Knob, $13; build.com 


hive mind 

D. LAWLESS HARDWARE 
Size: IVs inches across 
Highlights: A simple barrel knob 
channels Art Deco style. 

To buy: Glass Barrel Knob, $2.75; 
dlawlesshardware.com 


Drilling drawer holes for new knobs? Position them 
slightly above vertical center— that way, when viewed 
from standing height, they’ll appear perfectly in line. 


squared away 

HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE 
Size: IVs inches across 
Highlights: A square in ruby- 
red suggests Craftsman style. 
To buy: Square Glass Cabinet 
Knob With Nickel Bolt, $4.59; 
houseofantiquehardware.com 


mirror, mirror 

DWYER HOME COLLECTION 

Size: IVs inches across 
Highlights: Timeworn mercury 
glass gets an update in a modern 
pyramidal shape. 
To buy: Antique Silver Mercury 
Square Design, $8.50; 
dwyerhomecol lection.com 


splashy 


WORLD MARKET 
Size: 1 inch across 
Highlights: A flattened globe 
and swirling bubbles 
impart a handmade look. 
To buy: Aqua Glass Bubble 
Knob, $7.98 for two; 
worldmarket.com 


i 




metal head 

ATLAS HOMEWARES 

Size: 2 inches across 
Highlights: Encased in decorative 
pewter armor, this cobalt glass 
knob is strikingly un-dainty. 
To buy: Tangeres Glass Round 
Knob, $16; homedepot.com 
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WWTblsOld 

The home improvement experts at tlOllSG. 
trust flooring from Lumber Liquidators... 




Scan, call or go online 
for a FREE CATALOG 
http://goo.gl/AL7pm 


Bellawood 

Sumatra Maple Rustic 


When it comes to the best in hardwood flooring, nobody beats 

the flooring experts at Lumber Liquidators. 


In fact, our high quality floors have been featured on television's 
most prominent home improvement shows, such as This Old House? 
And after 20 years in business, our stylish floors can be found 

in over two million homes. 

So, for the lowest prices, the highest quality and the best selection 
anywhere— trust the flooring experts the pros trust. 

Trust Lumber Liquidators. 




UQ 
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Proud sponsor of 


■ 

fob LESS'. 


Hundreds of stores nationwide | 1-800-HARDW00D | www.lumberliquidators.com 





Photoshop redo 


Classing up a cottage 

A timeworn beach bungalow gets charming and useful 
upgrades, from a larger second story to a more practical stoop 

BY KATHRYN O’SHEA-EVANS + ILLUSTRATION BY DRAWGATE INC. 



mk “THIS HOUSE could 

definitely use a face-lift,” 
says Stephanie Engel of the 
1928 cottage she shares with 
her husband, Cristiano, in Santa 
Cruz, California. We turned 
to local architect Eugene H. 

Sakai for ideas. 

“ There Ve been so many weird 
additions over the years,” Sakai 
says, pointing to the shed dormer 



and off-center front door. He 
would add living space to the 
1,680-square-foot interior by 
changing the hip roof to a gable, 
increasing the usable space on the 
second story. “It’s an expensive 
thing to do, but it adds value,” 
Sakai says. Centering the entry 
between two windows and 
installing four-over-one double- 
bungs throughout balances the 
facade. Eocal zoning laws made 
the Engels’ request for a porch 
moot, but a shed-style portico roof 
helps shield the existing landing. 

“It looks really cute,” says 
Engel. “And that upstairs bedroom 
could use the extra space! ” A 


WANT A PHOTOSHOP REDO? 

Send snapshots to 

redo@thisoldhouse.com 


finishing touches 

The formerly muddled facade nabs a style 



stain 

A soft yellow hue 
makes the house’s new 
cedar shingles look 
warm and welcoming 
and will take on a subtle 
patina with age. 
Olympic Elite Stain; 
$43 per gallon 


window 

An aluminum exterior 
helps this wood 
double-hung brave 
the elements; the 
four-over-one divided 
lights have a simple 
cottage look. Marvin; 
from $369 


window box 

This sturdy PVC 
number draws the eye 
up to the handsome 
gable and adds 
some flowery cheer. 
Hooks and Lattice; 
from $176 


entry set 

This model is made of 
solid forged brass with 
a hammered-bronze 
finish to suggest a 
handcrafted texture. 
House of Antique 
Hardware; $460 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE92 
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Multi-stripe accent wall 

Bands in varied widths pull together a lively palette. Running them 
sideways boosts the oomph by deborah Baldwin + photograph by kindraclineff 


© HOT PINK warms up this 
space as it travels across the 
floor and up the wall, stopping off 
to claim a place at the table. To 
create a cohesive look, home-decor 
designer Annie Selke opted for 
horizontal stripes — “more dramatic 
than vertical and a great backdrop 
for the furniture,” she says — in 
shades drawn from the furnishings. 
For a similar effect, balance zesty 
colors with soft neutrals; find 
your design by painting separate 
sheets of paper with each color 
and assembling strips in different 
widths that “keep the eye moving,” 
Selke says. Pin up your design so 
you can consult it while painting. 

Other tips: After measuring and 
taping off the first set of stripes, 
paint over the edges of the tape 
with the base color to prevent gaps 
and bleeding. Use a roller for the 
wide stripes, and the next day, 
create the narrower stripes the 
same way, this time filling in with a 
brush. (For a more detailed step- 
by-step on painting multi-stripes, 
go to thisoldhouse.com/aug2015.) 

The project takes time, but 
think of it this way: You won’t 
need artwork. 


Use delicate-surface 
tape and a separate 
roller or brush for 
each color, as well 
as separate paint 
trays or cups. 
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paint ideas 





STEP-BY-STEP 



1] Measure and tape. 

Once the base coat— 
your lightest color— is 
dry, use a level and ruler 
to mark the boundaries 
of the widest stripes 
lightly in pencil. Take 
care to position the tape 
outside the areas you 
are about to paint. 



2] Roll on color. 

Paint the wide stripes, 
leaving some stripes 
the base color. When 
the paint is fully dry, 
tape off the narrow 
stripes, again taking 
care to position the tape 
above and below the 
areas you want to paint. 



3] Pull off the tape. 

When a set of stripes is 
almost dry, remove the 
tape at a 45° angle. 

After the final set is 
done, use a small artist’s 
brush fortouchups. A 


Shoji White 



Tuberose 


Rosily 


Trusty Tan 


Passive 


ALL PAINTS 
BY SHERWIN- 
WILLIAMS 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 92 








Get the 
inspiration 
you need to 
create the 
space of your 
dreams at a 
price you 
can afford. 




The best DIY and decor on the Web, cu rated 
foryou.byyou.Join now to share your ideas! 


theSnug.com 
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landscaping 


Curbside gardening 

Turn the struggling ribbon of lawn between the sidewalk and the street 
into a glorious gar&n with tough, easy-care plants byjeannehuber 



CHECKING OUT FRONT GARDENS as 

she drove around near her home, in Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, Evelyn Hadden found herself 
focusing on the no-man’s-land between the 
sidewalk and curb. So often she saw nothing but 
“ratty little lawns.” Couldn’t they be colorful, 
welcoming gardens, especially since they are the 
first things you see when you look at a house? 

Hadden answered her own question by 
authoring Hellstrip Gardening last year. She found 
5 that it’s possible to do something pretty spectacular 
I with this space, which goes by plenty of polite 

I terms, including planting strip, boulevard, and 

0 street lawn. But Hadden’s label cuts to the core of 

1 why many gardeners overlook the sliver of grass. 


The hellstrip is where dogs urinate, trash collects, 
heat from paving dries out soil, and people exiting 
parked cars pay little heed to what’s underfoot. 
Planting there is challenging, Hadden says. “But 
you can find something that grows a lot better 
than lawn and is more self-sustaining.” 

Despite the obstacles, gardeners are planting 
hellstrips in city neighborhoods from Boston to 
the Twin Cities, down to suburban Tampa and 
west to Seattle and San Diego, swapping grass for 
borders packed with low-maintenance perennials, 
shrubs, and small trees. Some streetside gardens 
encourage those passing by to sit and stay awhile, 
with benches or water bowls for dogs. These 
gardens have also popped up in early-20th-century 



A strip once filled 
with a struggling 
band of turf is now 
a colorful flower 
patch of lavender, 
salvia, and low- 
growing periwinkle, 
providing both curb 
appeal and a lovely 
walk-through garden 
for neighbors and 
passersby to enjoy. 


AUGUST 2015 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 43 




• landscaping | curbside gardening 


suburbs and communities where there is renewed 
interest in walkability. “Done well, it makes people 
feel good about their neighborhood and gives 
a street a sense of place,” says Nina Bassuk, 
a professor with Cornell University’s Urban 
Horticulture Institute. Some cities, such as Seattle, 
offer incentives to convert hellstrips into runoff- 
filtering rain gardens. In San Francisco, discounts 
kick in when a community shares in a block-long 
makeover. In Southern California towns that offer 
rebates for replacing lawns, hellstrips qualify. 

Ready to get planting? Hellstrips are usually 
part of the public right-of-way, so start by 
checking with your municipality about permits 
and restrictions. To preserve sight lines, plants 
typically need to stay under 3 feet tall and often 
2 or more feet from driveways. There are also 
rules for a plant’s proximity to signs, fire hydrants, 
and power lines. Trees generally need to stay 
below any power lines and to be limbed up about 
7 feet so they don’t block views. Where hellstrips 
already include trees, Bassuk recommends 
keeping plants at least 6 feet from the trunks, 
to avoid damaging major roots, and to consider 
using a raised planter that drains well and is filled 
with a mix of soil, compost, peat moss, and perlite. 

The biggest issue, though, is the planting-strip 
width. The narrower it is, the faster the soil dries 
out; and restrictions like the 12-inch-wide plant- 
free “courtesy strip” some cities require alongside 
parking spots will eat into usable space. But even a 
6-inch-wide strip can look good with liriope in the 
warm and humid Southeast, creeping succulents 
in arid Southern California, violets in the cool and 
damp Northwest, or sweet woodruff for shade 
and ‘Autumn Joy’ sedum for sun in the Northeast. 

Hellstrip plants face some special issues. Where 
winter snow piles up, they need to withstand salt. 
The soil is often compacted and limited in depth 
by the sidewalk’s base aggregate, so pick varieties 
that are unfussy about growing conditions. Plants 
that survive on rainfall alone are recommended 
to keep maintenance low, and they should stay 
naturally compact without extensive pruning. 
Because these strips can be right above buried 
utilities, make sure to call 811 before digging. 

But even the littlest hellstrip gardens can have 
a big impact. “They contribute disproportionately 
to your home’s curb appeal,” Hadden says. “They 
also beautify your entire neighborhood and make 
it more welcoming for people passing by in cars, 
on bikes, or on foot.” 


Bands of color 

Check out these hellstrip designs 
for smart ways to use perennials, 
dwarf shrubs, and groundcovers 




^ Water misers 

Once established, this 
low-maintenance mix of 
orange threadleaf coreopsis 
and dwarf ‘Blue Chip’ 
butterfly bush needs little 
water. ‘Rubrum’ purple 
fountain grass, a perennial 
in warmer climates, is 
prized for its rich color 
and feathery foliage. 


► Low growers 

Tough red potentilla 
shares this strip with 
drought-tolerant ‘Purple 
Heart’ wandering Jew and 
blue-green succulents. 
Good choices next to 
busy parking spots, these 
plants top out at about 
a foot high, staying clear 
of swinging car doors. 
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< Exuberant cottage style 

This rambling riot of color has a spilling pink ‘Sweet 
William’ rose at one end and a dwarf lime-green 
smokebush at the other, with blue delphinium, 
blazing star, and pink foxglove in between. 



◄ Pattern play 

A rhythmic planting of 
crimson-leafed dwarf 
Japanese barberry, 
lavender, and pink- 
flowering thyme (at 
bottom) echoes the 
colors used along 
the opposite side 
of the sidewalk, which 
incorporates purple 
salvia as well. Such 
repetition is an easy 
way to unify the 
two gardens. 


BUT THERE’S MORE! 

Find six additional plants 
perfect for a hellstrip at 

thisoldhouse.com/ 

aug2015 


Hellstrip stalwarts 

Not every plant is resilient enough for a streetside garden. 
Here are some bulletproof varieties that don’t skimp on color 


1_BLUE FESCUE 

(Festucaglauca) 

This evergreen 
ornamental grass, 
like ‘Blaufuchs’ 
(shown), produces 
clumps of finely 
textured light-blue 
leaves topped in 
summerwith 
buff-colored seed 
heads. Grows up to 
12 inches tall and 10 
inches wide. Drought 
and salt tolerant, 
it prefers sun but 
handles some 
shade. Zones 4-8 


2_ YARROW 

(Achillea) 

While this carefree 
perennial can 
reach 8 feet high, 
woolly yarrow (A. 
tomentosa) has a 
ground-hugging 
habit with bright 
yellow flowers that 
grow to 10 inches tall. 
For more height, 
‘Moonshine’ (shown) 
grows 2 feet high 
with similar blooms. 
Yarrows like dry to 
medium-damp soil; 
full sun. Zones 3-8 


3_‘M00NBEAM’ 

COREOPSIS 

( C. verticillata 
‘Moonbeam’) 
Butter-yellow 
daisy-like flowers 
from June through 
August. Most 
coreopsis varieties 
self-seed, but 
‘Moonbeam’ (shown) 
is sterile, so you 
won’t find plants 
sprouting on the 
other edge of your 
sidewalk. Grows up 
to 2 feet tall and 
wide. Zones 3-9 


4_ SWEET 
WOODRUFF 

(Galium odoratum) 
Tiny white flowers on 
this species (shown) 
pop up among lush 
green leaves from April 
through May. Sweet 
woodruff spreads by 
runners, so a planting 
strip with built-in 
edging is a perfect 
location. Good to use 
under trees— even 
black walnuts, where 
fewgroundcovers 
grow. Grows up to 12 
inches tall and wide. 
Zones 4-8 A 



Three-tiered bath stand 

A stand-alone piece with a trio of shelves provides a handsome platform 
for toiletries and such bythomasbaker+photographsbywendellt.webber 


© WHEN YOUR BATHROOM 

countertop becomes over- 
populated with lotions and potions, 
maybe even a candle or two, here’s 
an attractive way to contain the 
clutter: a freestanding unit with 
open shelves. Often called an 
etagere because of its French 
origins, it’s handy when stationed 
beside the tub or shower for keeping 
bath essentials within easy reach. 

While many etageres are made 
of metal and glass, those made of 
wood can be at home in a bath as 
well. Two nice things about a wood 
etagere: the choice of looks — from 
the warmth of exposed grain to 
the coolness of a painted finish — 
and the fact that you can buy one 
or build it yourself. 

Either way, be sure to choose 
materials that will stand up to a wet 
and humid environment. Avoid 
legs made with veneers or with 
engineered composites like MDF, 
which can absorb water and swell. 
A stand made with solid wood 
and rustproof fasteners and covered 
with a water-resistant finish will 
provide useful storage in your 
bathroom for a long time to come. 

Shown: Three-Tier Towel Shelf in 
solid plantation-grown teak, 
ISVT'W X 15V8"D X 35VTH, $200; 
signaturehardware. com 


MAKE ONE YOURSELF 


For the tools and materialsyou’ll need 
to build the project on the next page, 

go to thisoldhouse.com/aug2015 
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build it 
or buy it 


BUILD 

IT 


Oiled or waxed oak won’t sponge up water- 
perfect for a bathroom 


BUY 

IT 


Bamboo is easier on the wallet 
than painted wood or custom- 
crafted reclaimed wood 


1] Cut and mark the pieces. Use a miter saw to cut the pieces to length, per the cut list at 
thisolclhouse.com/aug2015. 

2] Make the shelf hrames. Glue and screw a cleat to each of six apron pieces, flush along 
one edge, with the apron centered between the ends of the cleat. Glue and clamp the other 
six aprons to the ends of the cleats to form the frames for all three shelves, and create a notch 
at each corner to fit against a leg. When the glue dries, glue slats to the cleats on two of the 
frames, using tile spacers to maintain consistent gaps. 

3] Attach the legs. Mark the locations for the bottom and middle shelves on the legs. Place 
two legs on the table, apply glue to the notches on one shelf, stand it up between the legs at its 
marks, and clamp everything tight. Working from the underside of the shelf, drill a pilot hole 
through the cleat and into each leg, then drive a trim-head screw into each pilot hole. Glue and 
screw the next shelf to the legs at its pair of marks. When the glue dries, attach the shelves 

to the other two legs in the same way. 

4] Assemble the top shelf. Flip the top shelf frame upside down and attach it flush with 
the tops of the legs. Next, glue together the pieces to make the face frame, which covers the 
tops of the legs and surrounds the slats. When the frame is dry, line up its corners with the 
corners of the legs. Use a combination countersink bit to drill pilot holes and bore recesses 
for plugs through the frame and into the legs. Glue the frame to the legs and aprons, and drive 
in deck screws. Now glue the slats to the cleats. Space the slats evenly, but leave no space 
between them and the frame. Glue wood plugs over the face-frame screws and sand them 
flush. Finish the piece with oil or wax. 


wood plug 


slat 

cleat 

apron 


COST $83 
TIME Three days 
DIFFICULTY Easy. 
Once all the parts 
are cut, assembly 
is straightforward. 



deck screw 

face frame 


■■ wood glue 


trim-head 

screw 


$70 

the basic model 
This 28-inch-high 
etagere, with its 
bamboo frame and 
slatted shelves, can 
be assembled in 
minutes, macys.com 


$199 

the mid-range 
model 

Paint protects the 
poplar frame, MDF 
shelves, and handy 
pull-outshelf on this 
32-inch-high unit. 
potterybarn.com 


$300 

the luxury model 
This rustic 36-inch- 
high stand, made of 
reclaimed barn wood, 
includes an ample 
bottom drawer, 
timelessjourney.co • 






Need Help? Tune In to cUSkllouse^ 

Join us as we travel the country helping people like you solve everyday home improvement problems. 

TO WATCH FULL EPISODES check air times in your area, 
or submit your own home improvement question, visit thisoldhouse.com 

Exclusively on ^^PBS 
ASK THIS OLD HOUSE IS SPONSORED BY 



'©Matt Kalinowski 



weekend remodel 


Revive a beat-up deck 



Coat cracked and dried-outboards with sand-impregnated paint 
to bring them back to life byerichagerman+photographsbylauramoss 


COST $425 for a 
250-square-foot deck 
TIME Two days minimum 

DIFFICULTY Moderate. 
The steps are simple but 
somewhat painstaking. 


© IF YOUR SHABBY OLD DECK has become a source of shame, there’s a fix other 
than replacing all the boards. Assuming they’re not rotten or decayed and the 
structure is sound, deck boards can be salvaged. We used a thick, water-based paint 
with sand mixed in: It creates a nonslip coating that extends the life of deck boards by 
filling cracks and forming a protective seal. The catch? Prepping the surface is a bit 
tedious, and you must follow all the directions to a T — or risk having the paint peel. Do 
you really need to sand and wash the deck after stripping it? Yes, you do. You also need 
a clear forecast, as the coating requires 48 hours to dry before taking on rain. That said, 
the transformation is dramatic. Follow along as This Old House senior technical editor 
Mark Powers walks you through each and every step. After all, there’s still plenty of 
good deck weather to be had this summer. 


Finish: Rust-Oieum Restore 
lOX Advanced Resurfacer, 
shown in Winchester, $25 per 
gaiion; rustoieum.com 
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DAY-TO-DAY 

TIMELINE 


SATURDAY Strip, sand, and clean the 
deck (Steps 1-4). 

SUNDAY Apply two coats of resurface! 
(Steps 5-7). 



stripper deck cleaner 


TOOLS 

oscillating multitool 

for surgically 
removing rotted deck 
boards 

drill/driver 
5-in-ltool 
wide-head nailset 
hammer 
garden hose 

garden pump 
sprayer 

goggles 
rubber boots 
rubber gloves 

stiff-bristled push 
broom 

pressure washer 

sanding pole with 
50-grit sandpaper 

caulk gun 
putty knife 

9-inch paint roller 
with extension 
handle 

4-inch paint roller 
paintbrush 
corded drill/driver 
large mixing paddle 


MATERIALS 

3- inch deck screws 
masking tape 
plastic drop cloth 
dust mask 

Wolman DeckStrip 

Get 1 gallon for every 
150 square feet. 

Rust-Oleum Restore 
Deck and Concrete 
Cleaner 

Rust-Oleum Restore 
lOX Advanced 
Resurfacer Get 

1 gallon for every 
40 square feet. 

solid-color stain Get 

a color to match the 
resurfacing paint, for 
vertical surfaces. 

paintable caulk 
paint bucket 

Rust-Oleum Restore 
9-inch roller covers 

Rust-Oleum Restore 

4- inch roller covers 

y 2 -inch nap 4-inch 
roller covers 

for applying solid- 
color stain 

4-inch chip brush to 

back-brush the finish 
coat (optional) 



1 Prep the deck 

A] Fix boards. Inspect your deck for rot. Remove any 
damaged deck boards and cut off the rotted portion— all 
the way back to the centerline of the nearest joist. Use 
deck screws to reattach the good end, then cut a piece of 
like decking to fill the gap, and screw it to the joists. Check 
the handrails and balusters, and replace any damaged 
sections. Use the 5-in-l tool to remove large splinters. Reset 
raised nailheads with the nailset and hammer, as shown. 

B] Protect the surroundings. Tape plastic sheeting 
over the siding from the deck up to about waist height. 
Cover or remove anything beneath the deck as well. Use 
the garden hose to soak plants and shrubs around the 
deck so that they’ll absorb less of the potentially harmful 
runoff during stripping and cleaning. 
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^ Remove the finish 

A] Apply the stripper. Regardless of how desiccated 
your deck boards may look— and even if they’ve never been 
stained— they need to be stripped for this product to stick. 

Fill the pump sprayer with the recommended stripper and 
suit up with protective gear, including goggles and rubber 
boots and gloves. Working in 20-square-foot sections, 
saturate the deck boards and handrails. 

B] Work in the stripper. Let the stripper stand for 15 
minutes. Then use a push broom or brush with synthetic 
bristles to work the stripper into the coated areas. Watch 
your footing— it’s slippery in rubber boots. 

C] Rinse it off. Install a 40° fan tip on the pressure washer, and set it to 
spray between 1,500 and 2,500 psi for pressure-treated wood. Wearing your 
protective gear, work from an inside corner outward, using long, controlled 
strokes to push the stripper off the ends of the boards. Keep the tip about 

6 inches from the wood’s surface, and repeat several times until the runoff 
changes from foamy to clear. 




Q 

Sand the surface 

A] Sand the deck. Once the wood has dried, don a 
dust mask and use the sanding pole and 50-grit paper to 
roughly scuff the entire surface of the deck, including 
the handrail and balusters. Always sand with the grain. 
Sweepoff any dust. 

B] Test the surface. T o check for any residual sealants, 
pour a capful or two of water on different surface areas— 
high traffic and low traffic, shady and sunny, exposed and 
covered, new and old. The water should soak into the wood 
quickly, in less than a minute. If it beads up, you’ll need to 
strip and sand those areas again, then redo the water test. 
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4 " Clean the deck 


A] Fill cracks. Once the wood is dry, fill any gouges, holes, and cracks deeper 
or wider than V 4 inch with a paintable acrylic caulk. Use a putty knife to scrape off 
the excess, then allow the caulk to set until it skins over, probably 30 minutes. 

B] Coat the balusters. Use a small roller or a brush to 
coat all the vertical surfaces with the solid-color stain. If 
your deck requires more than one gallon, it’s a good idea to 
combine equal parts from multiple cans to ensure the color 
is evenly mixed. Once the stain dries, look for any missed 
gaps or cracks, fill them with caulk, and restain them when 
the caulk is dry. 

C] Cut in. Before coating the deck, use the paintbrush to 
work the stain into the gaps between deck boards, which 
will be hard to reach with the thick resurfacing paint. 


SEE HOW ITS DONE 

To watch an instructional 
video of this project, go to 

thisoldhouse.com/aug2015 


R 

Prep for paint 


A] Wash the deck. This may seem like overkill, but it’s 
important to remove any remaining stripper, dust, and 
oils from the surface that could interfere with adhesion. 

Fill the pump sprayer with deck-cleaning detergent and 
the appropriate ratio of water, according to the directions. 
Spray the mixture on the deck and let it sit for 5 to 10 
minutes. Then work it in with the push broom, as shown. 

B] Rinse the deck. Use the pressure washer with its 
40° tip to rinse the deck with plain water. Now let the 
deck dry overnight. 


^3 Paint the field 

A] Fill in the field. Use the corded drill/driverand a 
stout mixing paddle to thoroughly mix the resurfacing 
paint, blending batches if you have more than one. Working 
from a back corner, use a heavily saturated Restore roller 
cover and slight pressure to push a bead of the paint ahead 
of the roller into the surface cracks— in one direction only. 
Note: Using a thick-napped roller will not work. Do not roll 
back and forth, as it will peel up the coating. 

B] Break the film. The coating is so thick that it will span 
the gap between boards on most decks. Run the 5-in-l tool 
along the gap to break the film, letting the excess drip down 
along the edges. Allow the first coat to dry for 4 to 6 hours. 
When the surface is no longer tacky, start the second coat. 

C] Cover problem areas. For cupped boards, use 
a small roller and go across the width of the board to 
apply the coating. 




TIP Using a 4-inch roller on the second pass does a 
nice job of filling any remaining cracks because it 
fits perfectly between the edges of the boards. 


7 


Apply the finish coat 


A] Fill any cracks. Apply the finish coat in the same 
manner, covering all the flat surfaces. T ake care to fill any 
visible fissures and cracks in boards. 


B] Smooth the finish. Optional: If you want a less 
textured finish on the handrails, use the chip brush to 
back-brush the second coat while it’s still wet. Now 
comes the hardest part: Allow the finish coat to dry for 
at least 24 hours before walking on it, and four days 
before placing any furniture. Oh, and don’t let it rain 
for 48 hours after you finish. A 
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A DESIGNER WITH AN 
EYE FOR A FIND GIVES HER 
HUMBLE 1920s HOUSE 

A CLEAN AND PRETTY LOOK 


BY Deborah Baldwin 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY Mark Lohman 
STYLING BY Andrea Caughey 
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ABOVE: The cottage came 
with a 1940s enameled 
O’Keefe & Merritt stove. 
Lizzie added the painted 
hutch and custom cabinets, 
just 16 inches deep to 
maximize floor space. An 
open shelf replaces upper 
cabinets, which would have 
“suffocated” the 6-foot- 
wide room, she says. 

RIGHT: Original windows in 
the kitchen overlook the 
new back porch. Grocery 
lists go on the blackboard; 
Lizzie started collecting 
old signs years ago 
because they were 
cheaper than artwork. 

Wall and floor tile: Royal 
Stone and Tile. Accent 
pillow: Dash & Albert 


Rattling around in a 14,000-square-foot Tus- 
can McMansion may sound swell, but imagine try- 
ing to feather a nest that size — the rugs you’d need, 
the bill for accent pillows! “I’ve been hired by 
people who like all kinds of styles, and I try to de- 
sign for them,” says Lizzie McGraw, who helped 
decorate said mansion on behalf of Hollywood 
denizens Brooke Burke and David Charvet. “But I 
have my own thing going on, which is much more 
pared down and more casual.” 

It’s not every interior designer whose own home 
could fit in one of her clients’ wine cellars. But Lizzie, 
who also runs a cottage-decor shop in Venice, Cali- 
fornia, is comfortable toggling between homespun 
and luxe. “I’m lucky. They’re nice to work with,” she 
says of clients like actor Josh Brolin and jewelry de- 
signer Sara Weinstock, “and that’s always helpful.” 

Possibly the well-heeled residents of Malibu 
find it refreshing to step into a store with the sweet 
name of Tumbleweed & Dandelion and the down- 
to-earth appeal of a farm stand. Faded signs, thrift- 
store-style dressers, and “driftwood” tables mingle 
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floor plan 

Before the redo, the 716-square-foot one-story 
cottage was midway through a renovation but 
still had a rundown kitchen and bath and faulty 
wiring and plumbing. Along with interior walls, 
the homeowners built a new kitchen and bath 
and added about 148 square feet to enlarge 
the bedroom and put in a screened back porch 
that doubles as a dining room. 


scale 

5 ' 



SHOP THIS 
STYLE 

Tofind 

furnishings 

similartothose 

used in this 

house, go to 

wayfalr.com/ 

thisoldhouse 


with other emblems of secondhand chic. “I like to 
think I was an unwitting pioneer,” Lizzie says of a 
now ubiquitous look she calls urban farmhouse. 
“But for me it was completely practical — I couldn’t 
afford to buy all new things, so I recycled and re- 
claimed before it was fashionable and everyone 
else was doing it.” 

Just cast an eye around the 1925 cottage she 
shares with her private-chef boyfriend, Jonathan 
Lineman, and their menagerie of dogs and chick- 
ens. Located in low-key Inglewood, California — at 
the time the house was built, the world’s chinchilla- 


farming capital — it provides an ideal backdrop for 
Lizzie’s rotating collection of vintage-inspired 
chairs, tables, and squishy pillows. 

When they bought it, the elfin house was barely 
big enough for two. You couldn’t say it had good 
bones — the previous owner had begun, then sus- 
pended, a whole-cottage redo, leaving walls demol- 
ished but not replaced. You couldn’t even say it had 
hidden charm. The wiring appeared to be authentic 
Edison-era and the plumbing wasn’t much young- 
er. What the home had was outdoor space, with 
shade trees and enough room for a garden — and 


ABOVE LEFT : Lizzie enjoys 
a rare moment of down 
time. Working with her 
dad, an architect, she 
carved out space for the 
kitchen and finished it with 
flea-market cookware, 
salvaged brackets, and 
white Carrara countertops. 
Ceiling light fixture: City 
Farmhouse. Hinges and 
pulls: Restoration Hardware. 
Area rug: Dash & Albert 
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ABOVE: Lizzie likes to 
rotate furnishings between 
her cottage and the 
home-decor store she runs 
nearby. She made the 
ottoman out of an old wood 
box and fabric patterned 
after vintage grain sacks. 
The festival sign, layered 
on blistered shutters, 
came from a store near 
Nashville, a favorite 
stop-off during cross- 
country buying jaunts. 

RIGHT: Gauzy curtains 
hang high, making the 
living room’s French doors 
a focal point. Sign: City 
Farnnhouse. Sofa, chair, and 
ottoman: Tumbleweed & 
Dandelion 


garden parties. It was also near Lizzie’s store, itself 
a cottage, where she and Jonathan, plus two dogs 
and two cats, had been living in a “hut” attached 
to the garage while trying to find a real home they 
could afford. 

“So one day I was driving through this neighbor- 
hood and saw the house,” Lizzie recalls. “A lady 
was putting a sign in the yard, and I pulled over.” 

The sale almost didn’t go through — at the 11th 
hour the owner, worried that she wasn’t asking 
enough, threatened to renege. But the couple pre- 
vailed and were soon standing in the remains of a 
half-done redo, puzzling out their next step. 

Enter Lizzie’s dad, William, at the time an estab- 
lished architect living in a historic octagonal house, 
in Fredonia, New York. Already mystified by his 
daughter’s decision to hang out a shingle — with no 
business plan — on Venice’s then dicey Abbot Kinney 
Boulevard, he rolled his eyes at her latest folly. Then 
he got to work, drawing up plans for a fluid layout 
and what Lizzie calls an East Coast-style back porch. 
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She thought about but ruled against adding a 
second story — right now, there’s just an empty attic, 
accessible only by ladder — and she also forwent 
new windows, deciding instead to scrape down the 
originals, which she prizes for their authenticity. 

Jonathan proved to be an amiable silent partner, 
bowing, for example, to Lizzie’s request to restore 
the 1940s stove that came with the place. (“He 
wanted a Wolf,” she confesses.) He even agreed to 
hang his extra pots and pans in the rafters of the 
garage — near the fridge. Seems Lizzie needed the 
fridge’s assigned parking space in the kitchen for a 
beloved hutch. “It’s very rustic and very humble,” 
she says of the arrangement. 

“I’ve never owned a dishwasher, and when my 
brother came to see me, he’s like, ‘Where’s the re- 
frigerator?’ It’s right in the garage, two steps from 
the porch! It was just tight in my kitchen.” 

Working with general contractor Sam Bienduga, 
the couple replaced pipes, wiring, and fixtures; 
erected interior walls; and built a new kitchen and 


Beadboard wainscoting, 
framed artwork found at a 
Paris flea market, and 
nubby textiles add to the 
layered look of the bath. 
Paint: Behr's Ultra Pure 
White (beadboard and trim ). 
Toilet: American Standard 



5 steps to cottage style 

INTERIOR DESIGNER LIZZIE 
McGRAW’S ACQUIRED 
WISDOM, DISTILLED: 

Layer with white. Two or three 
shades throughout can create a finished 
look and a sense of spaciousness while 
providing a cohesive backdrop for 
eclectic furnishings, as seen in the 
kitchen and porch areas, above. 

Add space overhead. Lizzie raised 
the ceiling about 18 inches by exposing 
the joists above two morsel-size rooms 
to draw the eye up and create a larger 
and loftier feel. 

Salvage the charm. After replacing 
past-its-prime infrastructure, like shaky 
pipes, Lizzie paid to restore the original 
enameled stove and used paint to 
preserve the original floorboards. 
“They’re maple,” she says of the floors, 
“but they looked dated. Painting them 
white gave them a fresh look.” 

Unify with accessories. Throw 
pillows, area rugs, and kitchenware 
can inject accent colors in small 
doses and can be easily swapped out 
fora new scheme. 

Edit your finds. “I believe in everyday 
clutter,” Lizzie says, “but at the same 
time you need to know where things 
are. A happy home is easy.” Clients with 
too many things occasionally need a 
nudge, she says, but that’s what she’s 
there for. “It’s like a friend helping you 
choose the right outfit.” 





A patinaed folding screen 
adds shimmer to a 
homey mix of headboard, 
exposed beams, and 
chipped paint. Acquired 
as part of a bulk purchase 
from a Los Angeles 
dealer, it’s said to have 
come from the 
Hollywood home of 
author Gore Vidal. 



bath. A small forced-air system supplies heat; with 
all those shade trees and the occasional breeze, the 
couple doesn’t really crave air-conditioning. 

The crew at the store’s workshop in downtown 
L.A. made the cabinets and some of the furniture. 
Lizzie regularly swaps in and out pieces she has gath- 
ered while traveling on a tour bus with her brother, 
country singer Sean Patrick McGraw, whose label 
she helps manage. She thinks nothing of asking the 
driver to brake for bargains; Antique City in Wal- 
nut, Iowa, is a regular hunting ground. 

Same thing goes during cross-country treks with 
her chief enabler, Jonathan, who helpfully pulls over 
and loads up the truck knowing that some items will 
never make it to the store, or at least not right away. 

“Johnnie wants you to know I change the house 
all the time, and he can’t find anything,” Lizzie 
joked via cell phone one day while the two were 
barreling around in her 1997 Jeep. 

Lizzie kept the conversation going even after 
debarking at a leather factory, where she fielded 
questions while negotiating a price on behalf of a 
well-heeled client. “An expensive proposition,” 



she said of the client’s keen desire for well-tanned 
hides for upholstery. “I personally prefer faux.” 

In fact, her home and place of business are adver- 
tisements for natural materials like linen, cotton, 
and salvaged wood — their own kind of status sym- 
bol thanks to tastemakers like her. Her store, housed 
in a rare cottage left standing amid glossy new bou- 
tiques, has even spawned a brand carried by other 
stores eager to market urban-farmhouse chic. 

Lizzie credits her dad, who died in 2008, for her 
start. “I was very lucky, my design aesthetic and my 
abilities came from him,” she says, adding, “I learned 
from him early on that knowledge is nothing unless 
you can put it to practical use” — turning a crinkled 
cottage into a tasteful showcase included, ft 


ABOVE LEFT: Lavish use of 
white adds airiness to the 
cozy den. Red accents help 
tie it to the rest of the house. 

ABOVE: Lizzie and her 
springer spaniel, Katie, 
find curling-up space on 
the diminutive front porch. 
A wall of shutters, painted 
a custom vintage green 
and dressed up with a 
stained-glass “window,” 
suggests an outdoor room, 
finished with milk-bottle 
vases and a cushioned 
wicker settee. 
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GARDEN 
ORNAMENTS 


Here’s how landscape designer Wesley Rouse 
creates showstopping moments in his home garden 
using a variety of decorative accents 

By Kate Karam • Photographs by Matthew Benson • Produced by Tovah Martin 


a gate can create mystery 

The sprawling Connecticut garden of landscape designer Wesley 
Rouse is a series of rooms with walls, hallways, and sometimes 
even a magical roof of vines. He keeps each room distinct from the 
next by using structures like this gate to separate them; its only 
purpose is to literally stop you for a moment as you transition from 
the bright, landscaped areas of his garden into the dimly lit, mossy 
woods beyond. Bring this idea into your own garden, no matter 
its size, by closing off a section behind a screen, a lattice wall, or 
even a pair of tall curtains hung from a tree. 
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silver and gray ground a white border 

Garden designers often layer plants with silvery leaves into white-flowering 
beds for much-needed contrast: Rouse goes one better, adding a small iron 
statue in a metallic blue-gray to this white and silver border. Here, spires of 
white Culver’s root (Veronicastrum virginicum), ‘Snowhill’ hydrangea, and 
white shrub roses stand out against a gleaming foil of silver-toned variegated 
grass (Carex), sedum, and lamb’s ear. 




sculptural pieces 
surprise and 
delight 

Rouse loves nestling iron, stone, and 
concrete ornaments into beds or 
tucking them under trees. Happening 
upon a statue, a fountain, or another 
decorative element as you stroll 
brings enchantment to the garden. 

1 . find the right scale 

Most people choose garden 
ornaments that are too small for 
their site. Rouse suggests cutting a 
piece of cardboard to the height 
and width of a piece and placing it 
in different locations until you find 
the perfect spot. He chose this 
foot-tall iron statue for its bronze 
tones, which blend into a shady 
garden bed filled with dwarf 
azalea, hosta, and hepatica. 

2 . add falling water 

Fountains look best with negative 
space around them to spotlight 
their shape. Rouse sites his in 
long borders to provide a three- 
dimensional focal point and add 
heightand mass— and for the sound, 
which draws visitors like bees to 
honey. This tiered cast-stone 
fountain’s pointed finial plays up the 
flowering panicles of the Tardiva’ 
hydrangea in the background, 
and its reddish hue echoes the 
plume poppy behind it. 

3. consider a classic 

If you don’t love statues and 
fountains butyou wantto bringart 
into your garden, try a sundial. 

Simple in form and with a storied 
history, sundials work in urban, 
rustic, and contemporary gardens. 
This metal one has a modern 
design, but set on a fluted concrete 
pedestal, it isn’t such a departure 
from the garden’s more traditional 
decorative elements. 

4. create contrast 

Statues can be especially striking 
when they contrast with their 
surroundings, as the smooth surface 
and delicate look of this concrete 
maiden does with the rough woody 
texture of nearby tree trunks. 
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fence panels 
and posts can 
frame a view 

Open lattice panels flank a vista of 
the formal garden and trees in the 
distance. Their airy structure and 
deep blue hue create enclosure 
without obscuring the view. Low 
boxwood hedges also lead to the 
entry, their curving shapes offering 
a soft counterpoint to the geometry 
of the wood panels. In another bit of 
sleight of hand, Rouse distinguished 
this space by raising the grade by 
about a foot, clearly signaling the 
transition from one area in the 
garden to another. Fronting the 
lattice are a pair of pots planted 
with a dramatic combination 
of sword-leafed ‘Pink Spike’ 
phormium, shimmering ‘Silver 
Falls’ dichondra, and frothy 
‘Morning Light’ maiden grass 
in subtle colors. 


MORE OUTDOOR DECOR 

Find additional ideas for 
decorating your garden, 
whether it’s big or small, at 

thisoldhouse.com/aug2015 
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potted gardens 
focus the eye 

Rouse uses planted containers 
throughout his garden to introduce a 
new mood, define entrances, and 
highlight architectural accents. Follow 
his lead and keep the palette simple— 
but be fearless with form. 


1 . make an entrance 

The front door is an ideal place to 
showcase a spectacular container, such 
as this one with a swan-figure pedestal. 
Rouse chose this pot and the tall 
plantings to balance the height of the 
door and fill the space between it and the 
nearby window. Cascading ‘Silver Falls’ 
dichondra and Calitunia (a cross between 
a petunia and a calibrachoa) highlight 
the rich colors of compact ‘Autumn 
Glow’ hebeand burgundy oxalis. 

2 . punctuate a pathway 

“Bigger is better’’ is Rouse’s advice 
when selectinga pot— not justfor 
creating pleasing scale but also to give 
plants plenty of room to stretch their 
roots and grow. As a general rule, the 
pot should be about one-third to 
one-half the height of the planting at 
maturity. Here, Rouse combines 
dramatically spiky New Zealand flax with 
fuchsia, coleus, and sweet alyssum. 

3. raise it up 

Elevating a container and placing it 
where visitors might brush past brings 
its vibrant mix of colors and shapes into 
focus. Here, a rustic stacked-stone wall 
provides a perfect shelf for a rectangular 
planter overflowing with Calitunia, 
coleus, andangelonia. 

4. round out a corner 

Rouse muted the hard vertical line of this 
deck-mounted lamppost and “erased” 
the dark corner by placing a container in 
front of it. Annual pink ‘Alice du Pont’ 
mandevilla scrambles up the post; 
‘Morning Mist’ coleus adds volume, and 
pink dipladenia and ‘Snow Princess’ 
alyssum cascade over the pot edges. 



a shapely urn breaks up a border 

Spectacular garden borders can be almost overwhelming, with so much going 
on that you can’t take it all in. At the other end of the spectrum, a border might be 
lots of bare earth with a few new plants in need of time to fill in. In both instances, 
a wedged-in container works magic. It can interrupt the eye as it scans the mass 
to say, “Stop, look at me” or serve as a sculptural focal point that distracts from 
sadder spots. When adding a container to a border, place a paving stone or a 
few inches of crushed gravel on top of soil that’s been tamped down, to ensure 
proper drainage and help prevent the pot from sinking. Here, Rouse snuggled an 
urn, glazed in earthy colors that complement the nearby plants, into a dazzling 
border of mixed pinkand purple perennials. A 


« 
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Bad homeowner habits 
could be undermining 
your house. Here’s how 

to nip serial “oopsesf' in the 

bud— and howto make 
them right 


YOUR HOME MEANS THE WORLD TO YOU— of course you intend to do right 
by it, from the front door to the wood floors to the walls, the roof, the porch, and yes, 
the septic system. But sometimes you may (unwittingly) get it wrong, and then compound 
any potential damage you inflict by repeating your mistake again. . .and again. Luckily, 
we’re here to help. Coming up: our list of common ways even the most well-intentioned 
homeowners habitually hurt their houses, with advice on how to do better from here on. 
by Sal Vaglica illustrations by Ross MacDoneild 
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Maxing out closet rods 


Hanging too many duds on that pole can not only cause it to bend or break- 
risking a pileup on the floor— it may also strain mounting hardware installed 
with undersize anchors, making Swiss cheese of your drywall. 

INSTEAD: Only use steel rods and metal supports. The pole’s length should be 
just V 4 inch less than the span between the rod supports for maximum contact. 
Install additional brackets every 48 inches to stabilize a long rod. Screwing into 
wall studs is best, but if that’s not possible, secure hardware to a length of 1x4 
that spans studs on both sides of the closet. 


2 1 Slamming the front door 

Repeatedly slamming a hefty entry door 
pushes its jamb out of alignment. Over 
time, the momentum can force the door 
from the opening, causing the seam where 
trim meets jamb to separate and leaving 
an exterior gap where moisture and cold 
air can infiltrate. 

INSTEAD: Replace existing hinges with 
self-closing versions. “These can be ad- 
justed so that the door closes softly with- 
out slamming,” says This Old House 
general contractor Tom Silva. On heavy 
wood doors, replace all three hinges; 
lightweight steel doors may need to have 
only one or two upgraded. 


3 1 Letting outdoor rugs lie 

Inviting as they might be for summer’s bare 
feet, outdoor rugs with rubber or vinyl 
backings shouldn’t be left in place; they 
tend to trap water and invite mold and mil- 
dew, leading to spongy porch or deck 
planks, not to mention creepy-crawlies. 
INSTEAD: Choose an open-weave rug 
that allows rainwater to evaporate and air 
to circulate. To clean your alfresco floor 
covering, rinse gently with a hose and 
hang over a railing until fully dry. 

4 1 Neglecting gutters 

when water flowing off the roof can’t 
move through gutter troughs thanks to 


fallen leaves, pine needles, and branches, 
it dumps along the foundation, where it 
can seep into tiny cracks and crevices. 
INSTEAD: Make sure to clean gutters be- 
fore spring rains, checking to see that win- 
ter’s snow and ice haven’t pulled them 
away from the fascia. After cleaning, and 
while you still have the ladder out, install 
mesh gutter guards to help speed up your 
next degunking. 

5 1 Walking on the roof 

It’s true that keeping gutters clear and 
spotting roof damage early precludes 
pricey repairs, but stepping onto the shin- 
gles is risky for any DIYer. It can not only 
damage roofing but will also void the 
manufacturer’s warranty. 

INSTEAD: Clean gutters from a ladder 
with a stabilizer bar to protect the troughs’ 
thin-gauge metal. Check for worn or miss- 
ing shingles using binoculars while stand- 
ing safely on the ground. 

6 1 Flushing all those 
“flushable” wipes 

The rise in popularity of premoistened, so- 
called flushable bathroom wipes is the 
root cause of many a home (and munici- 
pal) plumbing problem. Once down the 
drain, the nonwoven fabric congeals with 
grease and other materials, causing icky, 
stubborn clogs that aren’t easily dislodged. 
INSTEAD: Place a covered trash bin in the 
bathroom for safer disposal or just stick 
to good ol’ paper TP, which biodegrades 
like lightning by comparison. 

7 1 Storing too much stuff 
under a porch or a deck 

Making use of the space under a wood 
deck or a porch floor makes sense, but 
packing in outdoor furniture, a ladder, 
the grill, and more during the off-season 
can hinder air circulation, trapping mois- 
ture and building up enough heat to warp 
the boards. 

INSTEAD: Leave at least 12 inches of open 
space beneath the joists to allow air to 
move in and out. And never put termite 
food — er, firewood — under there. 
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home wreckers 


8 1 Building fires too big 

A hearth fire shouldn’t look like a blazing 
bonfire; the more it roars, the more likely 
it is to do damage. “Burning wrapping 
paper or pizza boxes can cause a fire to 
jump from 300°F to 1,700°F,” says chim- 
ney expert Mark Schaub. Those high 
temps can buckle a metal lining or crack 
one made of terra-cotta. 

INSTEAD: Keep fires paper-free and small 
enough to see the flame tips. Schaub likes 
to start fires with a log across the back of 
the grate, another in front, and a fire-start- 
er brick in the middle. Light the brick, and 
as soon as it catches, rest a third piece of 


wood diagonally across the first two. If 
you’ve had fireplace or chimney work 
done during the warmer months, you need 
to take particular care. Use one log at a 
time for the first four burns, to allow the 
new masonry to cure. 

10 1 storing stuff in an 
over-the-showerhead caddy 

Your morning refuge may need more 
perching places for shampoo and body- 
wash bottles, but a showerhead storage 
unit loaded with containers will stress the 
threaded connection behind the tiled 
wall, potentially causing leaks. 


INSTEAD: Store jumbo bottles on the 
shower floor or tub surround. For lighter 
stuff, try shelves that attach with suction 
cups. Got a whole family’s worth of bot- 
tles and soaps? Stick them on an over-the- 
shower-door caddy, which can hold about 
10 pounds. 

11 1 Tossing bleach tablets 
in the toilet tank 

Those handy blue toilet-tank blocks will 
keep the water fresh and the bowl clean 
— and cause premature brittleness or 
breakage to the flapper valve and other 
rubber and plastic parts. 

INSTEAD: Go old-school with a toilet 
brush and an occasional dose of cleaner, 
or use a flush-by-flush product that puts 
the cleaner in the bowl, not the tank. 

12 1 Straining circuits 

With a “click, click” you might get the 
toaster browning bagels again, but re- 
peatedly resetting tripping breakers is bad 
practice. Too many clicks can cause the 
safety mechanism to wear out, increasing 
the risk of an electrical fire. 

INSTEAD: Unburden the breaker by run- 
ning fewer items on the circuit. “Dehumid- 
ifiers, countertop convection ovens and 
microwaves, and air conditioners are often 
overload culprits,” says master electrician 
Scott Caron. He suggests having an electri- 
cian replace a breaker that’s tripped five 
times, and, for a long-term fix, upgrading 
the entire circuit to handle a higher load. 

13 1 Scrubbing grout 
with vinegar 

If you, your jug of Heinz, and that old 
toothbrush are rendezvousing regularly 
with the bathroom grout, look out. Tra- 
ditional white grout is a sand-and-cement 
mix; that cement is an alkaline com- 
pound and the acid in vinegar turns it yel- 
low and crumbly. 

INSTEAD: Choose a traditional alkaline 
hard-surface cleaner, like Spic and Span, or 
an oxygen-bleach-based one. Always rinse 
well; and to really lift dirt up and out, try a 
few passes of your utility vac to dry it. 



Extension cords are temporary helpers, not the cure for your old-house lack-of- 
outlet blues. Placed on the Consumer Product Safety Commission’s Substantial 
Hazard List in 2015, some cords— especially the no-label, dollar-store variety- 
prompt constant recalls that cite electrocution and fire risk. 

INSTEAD: Throw away old extension cords and any with loose plugs, split casings, 
or cheap-looking construction. Don’t run cords under rugs or around furniture, 
as they can overheat or crack, sparking danger. Use the right cord for the job: a 
16-gauge cord to power small household appliances, such as a fan, that draw up 
to 13 amps; a 14-gauge cord for large power tools, like a table saw, that use up 
to 15 amps; a 12-gauge cord for items that need 20 amps, such as a compressor. 
And consider upgrading to grounded receptacles where you need them most. 


home wreckers 


14 1 Closing vents 

Shutting the louvers on grills to force con- 
ditioned air to go where you want it might 
help control the temp in a room, but it 
causes a pressure imbalance in the ducts 
that can make the furnace work harder or 
the cooling coil freeze over. 

INSTEAD: Have an HVAC contractor in- 
stall branch dampers in the main runs of 
your ductwork. Use them seasonally to 
force cooler air to the second floor in 
summer and warmer air to the ground 
floor in winter. 

15 1 Mislubing locks 

A quick spritz with an all-purpose spray will 
improve the movement of most stubborn 
locks, but it won’t provide long-term lubri- 
cation, which is why your rough-turning- 
key problem always seems to return. 
INSTEAD: Your handy can of multi-lube 
is a quick answer for cleaning, de-rusting, 
and chasing condensation from inside 
the lock, but it’s only the first step. After 
loosening a crotchety cylinder, latch, or 
dead bolt, use a silicone spray or a squeeze 
of graphite powder for lasting lubrica- 
tion. Never apply household oil, which 
attracts dirt and can lead to an even 
greater gunk issue. 

16 1 Not grounding 
a “cheater” plug 

Those orange or gray three-prong/two- 
prong adapters are handy when only 
two-slot outlets are available, but using 
them lazily by bending or breaking off 
the grounding tab results in an unground- 
ed connection and raises the danger of 
shocks or fire. 

INSTEAD: Make sure that your two- 
prong outlet is a grounded one. A three/ 
two adapter’s wire or metal tab should be 
connected to the screw in the outlet’s 
cover plate to ground the plug. Long- 
term, consider installing three-prong out- 
lets housewide, if wiring allows. 

17 1 Using drywall screws 
for everything 

You risk having upper cabinets, open 


shelving, or even heavy mirrors come 
crashing down if they are hung with fas- 
teners that are too brittle. Hardened-steel 
drywall screws break under heavy loads 
where other screws flex. 

INSTEAD: Keep a variety of wood, cabinet, 
and deck screws on hand so that you’re 
always prepared with the right fastener for 
the job. Wall cabinets will have ample 
holding power if you drive two lYi-inch 
(you guessed it) cabinet screws, with wash- 
ers, through cabinet backs and into wall 
studs — never, ever into drywall alone. 

18 1 Hanging dry cleaning 
on a doorknob 

Four pairs of pants and eight shirts might 
weigh 8V2 pounds. Hooking that load of 
dry cleaning on a door handle every week 


can strain the knob and even the hinges, 
pulling the door out of alignment. 
INSTEAD: Walk directly to closet upon 
entering. Open door and hang dry clean- 
ing on properly mounted closet rod (see 
No. 1 ). Repeat. Every week. 

20 1 Overdoing drain cleaner 

Serial doses of clog-dissolving liquids or 
crystals containing sulfuric or hydro- 
chloric acid or lye — even those that say 
“septic safe” — can wipe out the essential 
bacteria that break down waste in a 
healthy septic system. 

INSTEAD: As a first line of attack against 
a clogged drain, flush with boiling water. 
For stubborn clogs, a routine mechanical 
cleaning with a closet auger snake is less 
damaging than those drain-clearing 



I Taking a can of paint back to the store for a spin on the shaker is fine. Stirring 
1 paint with a drill attachment, or even extensively by hand? Not recommended. 
I “You’ll create air bubbles that stay in the paint and leave thin spots in the 
! finish,” says John Calderaio of the Paint Quality Institute. “Overmixing also 
i creates grit,” he adds, “by making paint molecules clump together.” 

; INSTEAD: Stir slowly and gently with a regular old wood paint-stirring 
I stick. You’ll know you’re done when there are no solids at the bottom of the 
1 can and an even, uniform stream of paint dribbles off the stirrer. 


74 THISOLDHOUSE.COM AUGUST 2015 




We know: You’re just trying to feed your lawn’s every last hungry blade. But 
fertilizers that contain sulfates or ammonias can chemically react with the 
cement in concrete, wrecking a walkway, damaging a driveway, and even 
causing cracks in your home’s foundation. 

INSTEAD: Stick to fertilizers with synthetic urea as their nitrogen source— unlike 
ammonium nitrate, it won’t damage concrete. If your product contains ammonia, 
keep granules at least 6 inches from concrete surfaces. And use a broom, not 
a hose, to corral rogue pellets, since water activates the harmful compounds. 


chemicals, which should be used only if 
necessary, and then only sparingly. 

21 1 Letting receptacles rock 

Electrical outlets can loosen over time, 
especially heavily used ones, like those on 
a kitchen backsplash or where you usu- 
ally plug in the vacuum. That wiggle can 
cause the wires to pull out, increasing the 
chances of arcing — and fire. 

INSTEAD: Turn off the power to any 
loose outlet at the electrical panel. Un- 
screw and remove the outlet cover, tighten 
loose wires, and use plastic shims to sta- 
bilize the receptacle’s “ears” before put- 
ting the plate back on. 

22 1 Stressing trusses 

A 4-by-8-foot sheet of %-inch plywood 
weighs 71 pounds. Balancing a few of 
them, along with stray 2x4s, wainscoting 
scraps, and a bundle of shingles up in that 
open space above your head can tax ga- 
rage and attic trusses, causing them to 
bow — or maybe collapse. Even a tradi- 
tionally framed roof, which is stronger, 
can fail if overloaded above the joists. 
INSTEAD: Store heavy materials where 
they won’t need to defy gravity; leaning 
plywood against a garage wall is one 
space-saving solution. Take advantage of 
the dead space in corners by installing a 
triangle shelf to keep things like roofing 
shingles flat. To make one, bolt a pair of 
2x6 ledgers to the wall, then screw on a 
%-inch-thick plywood pie-slice wedge. 
Concerned your trusses could be compro- 
mised? A structural engineer can tell for 
sure. Tom Silva suggests strengthening 
joists or a weakened ridge beam from un- 
derneath using engineered wood. 

23 1 Painting over rust 

Slapping a coat of paint over metal that 
still shows signs of rust is a temporary 

HAS DISASTER STRUCK? 

Study up on survival skills every 
homeowner should know at 

thisoldhouse.com/aug2015 


cover, but not a fix. The iron oxide will 
prevent the new paint from grabbing 
hold, so sooner rather than later the 
bond will fail and flaking will begin. 
INSTEAD: To properly coat rusty rail- 
ings and metal furniture, use a scraper to 
remove surface corrosion and peeling 
paint, feathering paint edges with 100- 
grit sandpaper. Treat spots with a rust 
primer before coating the whole thing 
with direct-to-metal (DTM) paint, a spe- 
cial acrylic formulation. 

25 1 Using the provided 
wall anchors 

Assuming you can rely on those expand- 


ing blue plugs that come in the package 
with the picture ledge or window shade 
or towel bar just doesn’t cut it. These 
ubiquitous sheaths are designed for 
dense masonry and plaster walls where 
they can grab onto holes in the material; 
if you’re sinking them into drywall, 
which is more likely, the material around 
them will eventually crumble. 

INSTEAD: Drywall calls for an anchor 
that can grab the thin wallboard and hold 
a screw. Choose a threaded anchor and 
an appropriate fastener that is twice as 
long as the material is thick. Toggle bolts 
are another good choice and not nearly 
as combative as they look. A 
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ABOUT 


Garden 
EV>untains 


Adding the pleasing sights and sounds of flowing 
water to your backyard can transform it into a 
relaxing retreat from workaday stress or the 
yappy dog next door bysalvaglica 


FEW THINGS SOOTHE like running water. If you don’t 
happen to have a meandering stream in your yard, there’s 
another way to harness water’s therapeutic benefits: a garden 
fountain. It provides the same calming qualities and can 
dramatically lift the look of your landscape. Styles run from 
classical tiered towers to contemporary orbs, and a fountain’s 
design speaks to more than aesthetics; the architecture deter- 
mines how the water flows and the music it creates, from a 
splashing that drubs out street noise to a bubbling that pro- 
vides a subtle background score to patio conversation. 

On the flip side, the way the water moves and catches light 
has a lot to do with the feature’s visual appeal. Water sheeting 
off a colorful, rounded urn is more playful than a forceful 
stream pouring from basin to basin. You pick a fountain for 
its looks, but knowing the options in materials can streamline 
the search. Glazed ceramics come in colors that pop; light- 
weight fiberglass can be elaborately shaped; cast concrete 
looks just like stone. In any case, you’ll want to head to the 
garden center to see them in person. That is, right after you 
read everything you need to know on these pages. 


ANATOMY OF A FOUNTAIN 

A pump hidden in the basin of this 
classic tiered fountain recirculates the 
water, sending it through the tubing 
to the top, where it continually fills and 
overflows each tier. 



•water 

tubing 


housing 


pump 


basin 


■flow control 


power 

cord 
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VITALS 



WHAT’S IT COST? 

About $150 for a kit 
with a 3V2-foot-tall two- 
tier fiberglass fountain 
and pump, or $500 for 
a cast-concrete version 
that size. An ornate 
7-footer in cast 
concrete can easily 
run up to $2,000, not 
including delivery. 

HOW MUCH 
MAINTENANCE? 

Keep the fountain filled 
with debris-free water 
during the season so 
the pump doesn’t burn 
out. Before winter, drain 
the basins to prevent 
water from freezing and 
cracking the structure. 



PROORDIY? 

Pair a pump with rocks 
or an urn to create your 
own, or buy a kit and 
set it up yourself— 
unless the fountain is 
too heavy. Call in a pro 
to install cast-concrete 
kits over 150 pounds. 

SAFETY If toddlers 
will be present, go with 
a “pondless” type that 
collects water below 
ground, to nix any risk 
of drowning. 


On a patio bound by 
pavers and boxwood 
hedges, this formal 
tiered fountain begs 
guests to sit and 
stay awhile. 




GARDEN FOUNTAINS 



Falling water, five ways 

The path water takes down the fountain helps set 
the tone of the feature, not to mention the volume 
level and how often you’ll have to refill it 


1> RUNNING A sheet of water slips 
down the surface of an object, such as 
an urn, to a reservoir that holds a pump 
beneath a layer of decorative stone (a 
pondless fountain). Smooth surfaces 
make the water sound like a running 
garden hose, while something textured 
disrupts the flow, creating more of a 
trickling sound. Water clinging to the 
side of the fountain is not easily lost 
to splashing, but that thin layer 
evaporates quickly on hot days, so 
frequent refilling may be required. 

2> BUBBLING A bubbler set in a 
basin gently churns the surface of the 
water, providing a primarily visual 
experience— and a strong magnet for 
birds and butterflies. Because the 
water doesn’t tumble down the side, 
bubblers are probably the quietest 
fountains. They lose very little water 
to splashing or wind, minimizing 
your refilling duties. 




3> RAINING Dozens of droplets 
squeezing through holes and falling like 
a beaded curtain into a pool of water or 
a rock-filled basin create the hypnotic 
patter of a rain shower. The taller the 
structure and the deeper the pool, 
the louder the storm. A lot of water 
splashes out and gets carried away 
by wind, so plan on replenishing the 
pool frequently. 

4> POURING Concentrated 
streams of water gushing from one 
level to the next into open pools make 
a forceful sound, like that of a pot 
filler— distracting for some, meditative 
for others. Leapfrogging basin-to-basin 
leaves the water vulnerable to wind 
gusts, so maintaining the level can 
be a bit of a chore. 

5> CASCADING Water spilling over 
from the top pool and into subsequent 
tiers produces a symphonic splashing 
that can mask unwanted noise. This 
fountain also needs to be refilled more 
often than the other configurations, 
save for the rain fountain. The pump’s 
flow control can reduce the fountain’s 
volume and splash loss, but the point 
of this style isn’t to cue up quietude. 


TIP Fountain too loud? T ry 
adding a layer of river rocks to 
the basin. They'll soften the 
crash of the water while reducing 
the distance the water falls. 
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THE BIG PICTURE: WHERE TO PUT YOUR FOUNTAIN 


There’s a fountain for every kind of yard, but selecting the right spot 
calls for balancing its size and shape with the style of your garden 



THE ACCENT Tucked into a planting bed, 
a gently bubbling urn attracts pollinators. 
Scale it slightly taller than adjacent plants 
to make it visible from other points in the 
yard, and keep it away from loud mechanical 
noise— air conditioners, say— that might 
overpower its soothing sounds. 


THE CENTERPI ECE A 6-foot-tall fountain 
is hard to miss, from either the yard or a 
window with a view. Place a traditional tiered 
version at intersecting pathways in a formal 
design that divides the lawn into quadrants. 
Keep a feature this large about 8 feet from 
any entertaining area, to avoid having to 
shout over your glass of rose. 


THE DESTINATION Use a fountain as 
the focal point of a gathering place set in 
a far corner of the yard. Encourage guests’ 
sense of discovery with a style that can be 
seen or heard from a distance, and create a 
winding path to its location. Complete the 
scene with planted containers and seating, 
and you have a relaxing little hideaway. 


Prep steps 

Before you haul your new fountain home from the garden center, 
you need to prepare the spot you’ve picked 



Most people simply use a hose to refill the 
basin. Another option: Install an autofill 
valve, which taps into an existing irrigation 
line and provides automatic refills. 


DIG A FOOTING> Water won’t flow properly 
from a fountain that isn’t level, and you 
can’t expect it to stay that way if you plop 
it on a patch of turf. Treat the base under a 
fountain like a mini patio: Pack a mix of 
%-inch crushed stone and stone dust in 
layers; top with a flat stone or paver if the 
pedestal has a narrow footprint. 

RUN ELECTRICAL> Hire an electrician to 
install a dedicated 1 10-volt line to a 
protected GFCI outlet. To determine the 
outlet’s location, subtract about 4 feet 
from the pump cord’s length to leave 
ample slack to install the pump. 

PLAN FOR WATER> How often you need to 
refill a fountain depends on its size, the way 
water moves over it, and heat and humidity. 
Quick access to a spigot makes a sometimes 
daily chore easier. 



SCREEN OUT 
NOISE 

To help mask the constant 
hum of a neighbor’s air 
conditioner or the rumble 
of street traffic, situate the 
fountain between your 
main seating area and the 
offensive noise. Place quieter 
fountains, like these urns, 
about 6 feet from where 
guests gather. 



GOT SOME STONES? 
MAKE A FOUNTAIN! 

Take a stack of rocks— or use an 
old planter or any decorative 
garden object— and pair it with a 
pump to create your own water 
feature. Here’s howto do it 

The most practical DIY option, aside from 
sticking a bubbler in a bird bath and calling 
it a day, is to build what’s called a pondless 
fountain. Pondless, as in there’s no visible 
pool or basin — water collects in a reservoir 
below ground, where the pump pushes it 
to the top of whatever object you want the 
water to run down. The beauty of this 
approach is that you can repurpose just 


about anything as the fountain, as long as 
you can drill a hole through it for the water 
line (we used a masonry bit on the creek 
stones pictured here). Going pondless also 
minimizes maintenance because leaves can’t 
collect in the reservoir. 

Regardless of what you choose as a 
fountain, the steps for the project are the 
same: Dig a pit for the reservoir, rig up the 
pump, and cover everything. The trick is 
figuring out how big a pump to buy, and 
there are a lot of numbers to crunch to 
determine that. We cheated and asked Rolf 
Nelson, of Nelson Water Gardens and 
Nursery, which popularized pondless 
ceramic fountains. Assuming you use a 
reservoir at least 2 feet square and 
1 foot deep, the main variable is the 
fountain’s height. You want a pump with 
enough oomph, expressed in gallons per 
hour (gph), to reach the top. 

HE RECOMMENDS: 

120-200 gph for a 1-foot-tall fountain 
250-350 gph for a 2-footer 
350-700 gph for a 3-footer 
900 gph for anything taller, up to 5 feet. 



GO PONDLESS 

To see howto build this fountain, 

go to thisoldhouse.com/aug2015 



LIGHT IT UP 

If you want to illuminate 
the water with a blast of 
white light as it rushes from 
the top of your fountain, 
upgrade it with an LED 
fixture. A doughnut-shaped 
fitting ringed with eight 
waterproof LEDs slips onto 
the end of the water tubing 
and lights up the water as 
it passes through. A low- 
voltage power cord threads 
along the tubingand plugs 
into the GFCI outlet. Built-in 
photo cells automatically 
turn the lights on at dusk and 
off at dawn. $35 per fixture: 
atlanticwater gardens.com 


Stay ahead of common upkeep issues 



WATER LOSS Water 
evaporates faster in smaller 
fountains than in larger 
ones. Check the water level 
after 8 hours of use— 
sooner if your fountain 
splashes excessively or 
the location is windy. 



MOSQUITOES When the 
pump is on, the moving 
water keeps mosquitoes 
from landing. Add drops 
of a pet-safe mosquito 
killer to dispense with 
the pests when the 
fountain is off. 



ALGAE Use an algaecide 
safe for ponds to kill green 
slime. The additive doesn’t 
evaporate, so replenish it 
only when refilling water 
lost to splashing, lest it 
become too concentrated. 



LEAVES Remove them 
before they settle inside the 
fountain’s lowest tier, where 
the pump can suck them in 
and get clogged. Consider 
proximity to deciduous 
trees when planning the 
fountain’s location. 



FREEZING Before the first 
frost, drain and vacuum 
the basins, and bring the 
pump indoors. Drape 
towels over the edge of the 
lowest basin, to absorb 
condensation, then cover 
the structure with a tarp. 
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GARDEN FOUNTAINS 


A great garden’s finishing touch 

Fountains look best when they echo the feel of the surrounding landscape. 
Here are four ways to use them within a variety of garden settings 



1> EARTHY ACCENT Screened behind a fence of greenery to 
create an inviting alcove, this running urn is scaled to complement 
the nearby salvia and hosta. The plume is a dominant visual element, 
and it can be lowered at the pump to a more discreet level. 



2> FORMAL FOCUS Set among topiary shrubs and sheared 
hedges, this traditional two-tiered fountain’s aged finish 
underscores the garden’s classical feel. Hedges encircling 
the basin keep children a safe distance from the water. 



3> ROMANTIC RETREAT This sculptural pedestal adds a striking 
vertical element with water spraying in a fan pattern that draws 
attention; the cast concrete in earth tones blends with the surrounding 
flagstone, letting the garden’s more saturated hues take center stage. 



4> ASIAN OASIS Nestled among a Japanese maple, evergreens, 
hostas, and ferns, this weathered fountain looks as if it predates 
the garden itself, giving the impression that the landscape has 
evolved over time, ft 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE92 
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What should I look for 
in a garden trowel? 

-JENETHA WILLIAMS, 
• MARTINSBURG.W.VA. 

Durability and comfort should be 
at the top of the list. A trowel with 
a forged one-piece blade and 
tang, like the one at top left, will 
stand up better to vigorous prying 
and digging than the colorful 
stamped-steel ones also shown 
here. And you’ll get a much better 
grip on a bare-wood handle than 
on one of painted metal. 

-THE EDITORS 
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I’d like to get warm water outside to bathe 
my dogs and wash my cars. What’s the best 
way to do that? 

-JOSH HELM, BETHLEHEM, N.Y. 



RICHARD TRETHEWEY REPLIES: I 

think I have the perfect solution for 
you: a hot-and-cold wall faucet. 
You’ll probably be using it fairly of- 
ten in the winter, so a frostproof ver- 
sion is a must; the valves actually 
shut off the water inside the house, 
so there’s no danger of the faucet 
freezing and cracking. 

Installing one is fairly simple. 
Most people take off the existing 
spigot and use its line to supply cold 
water for the new faucet. Then they 
install a new hot-water line next to 
it. To do that, you’ll need a tubing 
cutter; a hole saw, to drill through 
the siding and sheathing; enough 
tubing to reach an existing hot- 
water line; and a soldering kit or 
no-solder fittings like those made 
by SharkBite (sharkbite.com). Use 
a silicone sealant to keep water 
from getting behind the faucet, and 
make sure to add a dedicated shut- 
off valve inside the house for the 
new hot-water line, in case of any 
future repairs. 

You can watch me install one of 
these valves at thisoldhouse.com/ 
aug2015. 


Richard T rethewey attaches 
a frostproof outdoor hose 
faucet that delivers both cold 
and hot water, a boon in 
the winter when dogs— or 
cars— need to be washed. 
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Flatten out the slope 
My backyard is steep; it has a 
30- to 40-foot drop over 100 feet, 
which makes cutting the grass 
difficult. Can the yard be terraced, 
or are there other options? 

-JOE D’URSO, HOLDEN, MASS. 

ROGER COOK REPLIES: To make the grade 
less steep, you’ll need some sort of retain- 
ing wall to hold back the soil. The magic 
number for wall height is 4 feet. For any- 
thing taller than that, most states require 
homeowners to pull a permit and install a 
railing on top of the wall to prevent falls. 
Tall walls also require the equipment and 
expertise of a contractor and possibly the 
input of a civil engineer. You get the pic- 
ture: It will cost you plenty. 

But with your steep grade, you’ll need 
a number of 4-foot walls — at least eight, 
by my count — without a lot of flat ground 
between them. If you still want to go that 
route, consider building them out of inter- 
locking concrete blocks, which are more 
durable than timbers, cheaper than stone, 
and simple to install. 

The easiest solution would be to not 
build any walls at all. Just give up the 
grass — and thus the mowing — and plant 
groundcovers and shrubs that won’t re- 
quire much maintenance. You could still 
build a few terraces, too, if you want. The 
combination of plantings and retaining 
walls would make for a striking backyard. 

Window finish 
All the wood dividers on my 
78-light living room window are 
covered with a water-based stain 
that seeps onto the glass every time 
I wash it. Can you recommend a 
protective finish to seal the stain? 

-NANCY KOVALEFF, SAXTONS RIVER, VT. 

NORM ABRAM REPLIES: For ease of appli- 
cation and good durability, a water-based 
polyurethane should do the trick. If the 
stain is still in good shape, mask off the 



This serpentine wall, made of interlocking 
concrete blocks, has the look and durability 
of stone, without the high installation cost. 


glass with painter’s tape, clean the sash 
and the dividers — which are known as 
muntins — with a dry microfiber cloth, and 
brush on a thin coat of the poly with a 
small synthetic-filament brush. 

Apply a minimum of three coats. After 
the first and second coats dry, scuff them 
lightly with a 220-grit sanding sponge and 
wipe up the dust using a rag moistened with 
denatured alcohol. When the final coat 
dries, place a broad putty knife against each 
muntin as you remove the tape. Without 
the knife, you risk pulling off some of your 
carefully applied finish along with the tape. 

Rusty lintels 
Our brick house has some 
slightly rusted steel lintels above the 
windows and exterior doors. The 
home inspector said we should keep 
an eye on them, but does that mean 
they need special maintenance? 

-ZAK MACKAY, HOUSTON 

KEVIN O’CONNOR REPLIES: I took your 
question to Brian Trimble, a vice president 
of engineering services and architectural 
outreach at the Brick Industry Associa- 
tion. Here’s what he had to say. 

“Once a lintel is embedded in the wall, 
about the only maintenance you can do 
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is to brush a coat of oil-based paint on its 
exposed underside. That will help keep 
the rust at bay. 

“The top of the lintel butts up against 
the brick, so it can’t be painted, but that 
area should be covered with flashing, 
which should be visible just above the lin- 
tel’s exposed edge. If you can’t see the 
flashing, a deeper inspection by an experi- 
enced mason — and the removal of some 
bricks — may be justified. 

“Likewise, make sure the weep holes in 
the vertical mortar joints above the lintel 
aren’t plugged with caulk or debris and 
that the lintel’s exposed edge hasn’t been 
sealed with caulk. Blocked weep holes and 
a sealed lintel will trap any water that 
leaks through the brick veneer, causing a 
host of problems inside the wall. 

“Now, if a lintel does rust to its core, 
the steel can expand as much as 10 times 


its original thickness and actually lift and 
crack the brick veneer. But rust-jacking 
takes several decades, even in a corrosion- 
prone climate like Houston’s. Your lintel 
will show signs that it needs replacing 
long before that.” 

One layer of roofing or two? 

Our original 20-year-old asphalt 
roof shingles need to be replaced. 
We’re considering ones with a 40-year 
warranty. Is it better to apply them 
over the existing shingles or to tear off 
the old stuff and start from scratch? 

-GLEN DALRYMPLE, JAMESTOWN, IND. 

TOM SILVA REPLIES: Laying new shingles 
over old may save you some money — tear- 
ing off a roof does take longer and in- 
creases disposal costs. But if you do that. 


the new shingles probably won’t last as 
long as you expect. 

Here’s why: Two layers of asphalt shin- 
gles get hotter than one, and that shortens 
the life of the top layer. Also, doubled-up 
roofing is more vulnerable to impacts, like 
those from hail, because the bottom layer 
doesn’t provide firm support. For those 
reasons, most roofing manufacturers void 
the warranty if their product is installed 
over old shingles. 

As a contractor, I don’t like all the extra 
weight that a top layer adds to the rafters, 
or the lumpy look of a two-layer roof. Be- 
sides, when I strip a roof, it gives me the 
opportunity to inspect — and, if necessary, 
repair — the roof deck and any flashing be- 
fore the new roof goes on. The additional 
cost of a tear-off is a bargain compared 
with fixing the damage caused by a two- 
layer roof that ends up leaking. 



You Ve put voLir 

HEART 

and SOUL 


into restoring your nome. 
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Trusted In more than 250,000 homes, the Unico System^ fits 
into older homes where conventional heating and cooling units cartY 
Its modular air handlers install easily into attics, crawl spaces or closets, 
while the small flexible supply ducts route simply above ceilings, below 
floors or through wall cavities. And by eliminating the need for unsightly 
metal ductwork the Unico System provides quiet, draft-free comfort 
that fits beautifully with your home's aesthetics. 

To learn more about adding the Unico System to your 
home, call (800) 517-0896 or visit unicosystem^com today! 



The Unico System* 

UNICOSrSTEM.COM (800) S27-0896 
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PHOTO: MARIO GUERTIN, PAINTING IN PARTNERSHIP ING. 


Peeling paint— again 
Every spring, the paint in one 
section of our cedar siding bubbles and 
comes off in sheets, right down to the 
bare wood. Why is this happening? 
What can be done about it? 

-DAN SHAPIRO, HUNTING VALLEY, OHIO 

KEVIN O’CONNOR REPLIES. According to 
painting contractor Mario Guertin, paint 
— and solid-color stain — peels for one of 
two reasons: poor adhesion or moisture 
migrating from behind the siding. 

Guertin, owner of Painting in Partner- 
ship, in Palatine, Illinois, says that poor 
adhesion is usually caused by slapdash 
prep. “Paint can’t adhere well to dusty, mil- 
dewed, or sun-damaged surfaces,” he says. 
Here’s the fix. “Scrape off all the peeling 
bits, sand the remaining paint to a feather 
edge with 60-grit paper, kill the mildew on 


the old paint with a mix of diluted bleach 
and dish soap, then rinse thoroughly. 
When the bare wood is dry, sand off the 
decayed layer with 80-grit paper, taking 
care not to dish the siding. ” To ensure the 
surface is dust-free, wipe it twice with de- 
natured alcohol and clean rags, followed 
with a brushed-on coat of oil-based primer, 
such as Cover-Stain (rustoleum.com). 
“Wait about an hour, then brush on the top 
coat of 100 percent acrylic paint.” 

The next step, Guertin says, is to watch 
what happens next spring. If the new paint 
peels despite all the careful work, moisture 
migration is the likely culprit. “When the 
sun warms up the wet siding, the paint 
pops right off.” 

Solving a moisture problem is not so 
easy, he says, in part because it’s tough to 
know where it’s coming from. Missing or 
damaged flashing, a leaking roof, and 





This solid-color stain peeled off in 
sheets, either because it was applied 
over a dirty, poorly prepared surface or 
because moisture migrated through 
the wood from behind the siding. 



GET 10% OFF 


SimpliSafe.com/TOHlO 


Make Home Feel Safe Again 

24/7 Protection. Exceptional Savings. No Annual Contracts. 


SimpliSafe 


CNET calls SimpliSafe 
"better, smarter home 
security.. .an outstanding 
value.” Unlike most alarm 
companies, SimpliSafe has 
no long-term contracts. 

You get award-winning 
24/7 protection — for less 
than half what traditional 
companies charge. 
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HOWTO 

INSTALL A FLOOR 
MEDALLION 



Photo; Wendell T. Webber 


If your room could use a decorative 
focal point, consider an ornamental 
floor medallion. Each medallion is 
made to order using colorful pieces 
of precisely cut hardwoods mounted 
to a plywood backing, and carefully 
sized to match the thickness of 
your flooring. 

Installation requires cutting into 
your floor with a router and bedding 
the medallion in an adhesive spread 
that’s on the subfloor. The process 
is painstaking, but thanks to the 
router template supplied by the 
factory, it will take only a few hours 
to complete. 

You’ll find all the tools and supplies 
necessary for this— and any— 
home project at The Home Depot 
nearest you. 


For step-by-step instructions, 
go to thisoldhouse.com/project 


Ask THIS OLD HOUSE 


water vapor from inside the house due to 
inadequate ventilation are some of the 
possible sources, and they need to be iden- 
tified and fixed. Also, make sure there’s 
no caulk or paint buildup in the seams 
where the clapboards overlap. If those 
seams are sealed, cut them open so that 
moisture has a way to escape without af- 
fecting the paint. Prep the siding by scrap- 
ing and sanding, as above, then check the 
wood with a moisture meter. If it reads 15 
percent or less, it’s safe to repaint. 

But if the peeling persists even after all 
those issues have been remedied, Guertin 
says there’s only one surefire way to break 
the cycle of scraping and repainting: Re- 
move the old siding and start over. 

Make sure to cover the sheathing with 
a rainscreen, like the ones made by Ben- 
jamin Obdyke (benjaminobdyke.com). 
“A rainscreen creates a gap behind the 
siding so that moisture can vent out the 
top of the wall or drain out the bottom. 
That allows the back of the siding to dry 
out if it ever does get wet,” Guertin says. 
It’s also important to use siding that’s 
primed on both sides. “Back-priming does 
a great job of keeping moisture out of the 
wood. All cut ends should be primed too. ” 
Guertin admits that this solution is ex- 
pensive but says it greatly extends the 
longevity of the paint job. After you paint 
the new siding, it shouldn’t need another 
coat for a decade or more. 

Banish the caulk, 
spare the tub 

How do I remove the moldy silicone 
caulk around my fiberglass bathtub 
without ruining the tub’s finish? 

-SIDNEY NAU, VIA E-MAIL 

TOM SILVA REPLIES: This job needs to be 
done with care. Fiberglass tubs are easily 
scratched, and you have to get rid of every 
trace of the silicone sealant because noth- 
ing will stick to it, not even more silicone. 

Start by running two strips of painter’s 
tape around the tub, one below the joint 



Tom Silva uses mildew-resistant acrylic latex 
caulk and two strips of painter’s tape when he 
seals the joint around a bathtub. 


and one above it, to protect the tub’s fin- 
ish. Use a sharp utility knife to cut into the 
center of the silicone, and carefully cut 
up to the edge of the caulking. Now grab 
the bead’s cut end with needle-nose pliers 
and try to pull the whole thing out in one 
piece. If it doesn’t come loose, work a ra- 
zor blade under one edge of the silicone, 
then another to sever its grip. Finally, trim 
away any leftover silicone bits, pull off the 
tape, and scrub the joint clean, first with 
WD-40, then with a solution of diluted 
bleach and detergent, to kill any mildew. 
Rinse thoroughly. 

Once the surface is dry, run two strips 
of tape again and recaulk. Be sure to use 
a mildew-resistant acrylic-latex sealant 
formulated for bathrooms. It will be easier 
to replace than silicone, when the time 
comes. To see how I recaulk a tub, go to 
thisoldhouse.com/aug20 1 5 . 


Ask THIS OLD HOUSE 

Go to: thisoldhouse.com/asktoh 

Or write to: Ask This Old House 
This Old House magazine 
135 West 50th Street 
New York, NY 10020 

Include a complete address and 
daytime phone number. Published 
questions will be edited for 
clarity and length and may be 
used in other media. We regret 
that, because of the volume 
of mail received, we're unable 
to reply to unpublished questions. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE92 
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PAINTING? 



Norm’s 

tricks of the trade 


I just started building my first deck. It 
looks pretty good so far, except that the 
ends of the joists don’t line up. I measured 
everything so carefully. AVhat happened? 

-KEVIN BETKER, PORTLAND, ORE. 


A ril bet you committed a mistake that 
many people make: cutting the ends 
of the joists to a set length. But that only 
works on ledgers that are perfectly 
straight, and they seldom are. To correct 
this, go back and trim your Joists using the 
following technique. It ensures that the 
band Joist covering the ends of the joists 
will be arrow-straight as well. 

1] Snap a line. Measure out from the house 
along the first and last joists to the length 
you want, then mark each one’s top edge. 
Stretch a chalk line between those marks 
and snap it, leaving a mark on the top edge 
of each joist. Now take a framing square, 
rest its long blade on the joist, and line up its 
short tongue with the chalk mark, as shown. 
Draw a vertical line along the tongue from 
each mark down the face of each joist. 

2] Trim the ends. Using a circular saw, 
slice through each joist along the vertical 
cutline. Note: If you work from above, 
as shown, gravity will provide an assist as 
you make each cut. When the band joist is 
fastened to the ends of these joists, it will 
be absolutely straight. 


framing 

square 


cutline 


chalk line 
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HOME TO LIFE 


US/NG GLADr 
PAINT ADDITIVE 


Glade*^ PamI Additive makes 
decorating with fragrance simple 
and easy. With Glade's® popular 
fragrances* you can enjoy a fresh, 
relaxing aroma throughout any room. 



Simply mix Glade® Paint Additive 
into your paint and use the largest 
part of your home - the walls and 
ceiling - to freshen rooms and 
combat odors with a long 
pleasant fragraiic'y 




AskTfflS OLD HOUSE 


A 




HMse 


ditors 

picks 

1 





More great stuff 

Of the many new tools, materials, and other 
home-improvement products that we discover 
every month, here are the standouts, -the editors 



Better than sandpaper 

SandBlaster Ultra Flexible Sanding Sheets, by 3M 

How do you improve sandpaper? By taking away the 
paperand bondingthe abrasive to a plastic film. These 
sheets resist clogging, last up to 15 times longer than 
regular sandpaper, and conform to profiles better than 
a sanding sponge. Perfect for final and between-coats 
sanding, wet or dry. $5 for four sheets: 3mdiy.com 


The writing’s 
off the wall 

Sketch Pad dry-erase 
coating, by Sherwin- 
Williams 

Roll this clear, two-part 
finish onto any wall surface 
to create a high-gloss 
dry-erase board that lets 
the underlying color show 
through. Scribble away 
when inspiration strikes, 
then wipe clean. A 1-quart kit with a foam roller 
covers 50 square feet. $50; sherwin-williams.com 




Old look, new 
technology 

Filament LED bulb, 
byAPX 

Good things happen 
when tiny LEDs are 
shaped into rods: You 
get a bulb that stays cool 
without a bulky heat 
sink, produces up to an 
amazing 131 lumens per 
watt, and has the look 
and glow of a classic 
Edison incandescent. An 
8-watt bulb shines like a 
75-watt incandescent. 
Also sold in 4-, 5-, 6-, and 
7-watt versions. From 
$10: axplighting.com 


Whirlpool in a bowl 

VorMax high-efficiency toilet, by American Standard 

It looks like an ordinary toilet— until you liftthe lid. In 
placeof the traditional wash-down holes under the rim, 
a side-mount jet creates a vigorous, counterclockwise 
vortex of water that cleans the bowl two times better 
than those clog-prone holes. Each flush uses only 1.28 
gallons but still achieves the highest score in tests of 
solid-waste removal. $288: americanstandard.com 
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stain without stopping 

Renuvo deck-staining tool, 
by Wagner SprayTech 

Deck maintenance goes faster when you 
don’t pause to reload a roller. Squeezing 
the Renuvo’s handle-mounted trigger 
feeds stain from a removable half-gallon 
reservoir to a nylon pad and an integral 
groove brush, so the deck-board faces 
and edges are coated at the same time. 
$35: wagnerspraytech.com 



Short in the tooth 

Steel Demon metal-cutting blade, 
by Diablo 

Meet the first recip-saw blade with 
carbide teeth for cutting metal. Those 
tiny teeth are tough enough to chew 
through steel up to a half-inch thick, as 
well as cast iron and even stainless steel. 
The blade cuts faster and lasts far longer 
than a typical bimetal blade— you’ll burn 
through 20 bimetals before this one 
needs replacing. From $8 per blade: 
thegamechanger.com 


avxhome.se 
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S afety never felt SO QOOd 


Safe^Step 
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A Safe Step Walk-In Tub will offer independence to those seeking a safe and easy way to bathe 
right in the convenience and comfort of their own home. Constructed and built right here in America 
for safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard features than any other tub. 

✓ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to target sore muscles and joints 

✓ New! MicroSoothe Air Therapy System - which oxygenates, softens and exfoliates skin 
while offering life-changing therapeutic benefits 

A NEW heated seat providing warmth from 
beginning to end 

, VVAI_K— IISJ I LJB OO- 

The highest quality tub complete with a most c f c 

comprehensive lifetime warranty on the entire tub WWW.BuySafeStep.COni 

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price 

You’ll agree - there just isn’t a better walk-in tub on the market. So take your first step towards 
feeling great and stay in the home you love. Give us a call today! 


For your FREE information kit and DVD, 
and our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free 

1 - 800 - 668-5636 

WWW. BuySafeStep.com 


Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of up to 

$1500 OFF 

for a limited time only 

Caii Toii-Free 1-800-668-5636 
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COVER: See the listing for "Carefree Cottage. ” 

HOME SOLUTIONS (pp. 13-22) Buggy bed 
companions: Thanks to Dr. Jim Fredericks, 

Chief Entomologist and Vice President of 
Technical and Regulatory Affairs, National Pest 
Management Association: pestworld.org. 

For more information: Field Guide to Urban 
Wildlife, by Julie Feinstein; stackpolebooks.com. 
Infested, by Brooke Borel; press.uchicago.edu. 
Budget redo: Homeowner’s blog: 
acoupleofdreamers.com. 

BEFORE + AFTER KITCHEN: Bigger and 

better (pp. 24-27) Architect: GEV Design, 
Canton, MA; 781-828-5500. Kitchen design, 
cabinets, and countertops: Metropolitan, 
Norwood, MA; 800-698-8999; metcabinet.com. 
Carpenter: Marty Barrett, Stoughton, MA; 
508-294-8347. Paint: OC-52 Gray Owl (walls) 
and 2051-50 Tranquil Blue (accent wall and 
island): benjaminmoore.com. Knobs and pulls: 
restorationhardware.com. Range hood: 
xoventilation.com. Fridge, dishwasher, wall 
oven, and microwave: kitchenaid.com. Sink: 

New England Demolition & Salvage, New Bedford, 
MA; nedsalvage.com. Mason jar conversion kit 


(similar to shown): ctwhomecollection.com. 
Flat-screen: samsung.com. Window-seat fabric: 
Franklin Mill Store, Franklin, MA; franklinmillstore 
.com. Barstools: serenaandlily.com. Accent 
pillows: shopthomaspaul.com. 

BEFORE + AFTER BATH: Open and accessible 

(pp. 29-30) Bath designer: Gaylord Design LEG; 
843-327-4635; gaylorddesignllc.com. Contractor: 
Classic Construction of Summerville, Summerville, 
SC; 843-817-1721. Cabinets: Dave’s Custom 
Cabinets, Charleston, SC; 843-608-4828. Granite 
countertops: Stone Horse Imports, Bluffton, SC; 
stonehorseimports.com. Sconces and faucets: 
restorationhardware.com. Toilet: totousa.com. 
Sinks: us.kohler.com. Tile: walkerzanger.com. 
Overhead track: allinoneaccess.com. Grab 
bars: moen.com. Handheld shower: grohe.com. 
Shower fixtures: molufs.com. 

PHOTOSHOP REDO: Classing up a cottage 
(p. 39) Thanks to Eugene H. Sakai, AIA, LEED AP, 
Studio S Squared Architecture Inc., San Jose, CA; 
408-998-0983; studios2arch.com. Stain: Olympic 
Elite 550075 Tintable Tan Base Semi-Transparent/ 
Semi-Solid Exterior Stain; lowes.com. Window: 

Next Generation Ultimate Double Hung; marvin.com. 




SHOP AT OUR HOUSE! 
I 


75,000+ PRODUCTS ONUNE TO 
HELP YOU GET YOUR JOB DONE. 


www.supplyhouse.com 


€> 888.757.4774 I PLUM8I)IG, HEATING i HVAC SUPPLIES 
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Online Coupon 
X SAVE 5% WITH CODE: 
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Window box: XL Hampton Premier Window Box; 
hooksandlattice.com. Entry set: Craftsman Mortise 
Lock Entryset with Providence Knobs: 
houseofantiquehardware.com. 

PAINT IDEAS: Multi-stripe accent wall 
(pp. 40-41) Designer: Annie Selke; 
freshamericanstyle.com. Paint: SW 7042 Shoji 
White, SW 6087 T rusty Tan, SW 7064 Passive, 

SW 6859 Feverish Pink, SW 6578 Tuberose, and 
SW 6574 Rosily: sherwin-williams.com. 

CAREFREE COTTAGE (pp. 54-61) Interior 
designer: Lizzie McCraw, Tumbleweed & Dandelion, 
Venice, CA; 310-450-4310; tumbleweedand 
dandelion.com. General contractor: Ikon 
Construction, Oceanside, CA; 949-378-4520; 
ikonconstruction.org. Back porch: Table: Gabriel 
Perez: tumbleweedanddandelion.com. Kitchen: 
Cabinets: Jose Ventura: tumbleweedanddandelion 
com. Countertops and floor and wall tile: 

Royal Stone, Los Angeles, CA; 310-477-3223; 
royalstonela.com. Faucet: deltafaucet.com. 

Living room: Vintage sign: City Farmhouse, 
Franklin, TN; cityfarmhousefranklin.blogspot.com. 
Striped pillow: dashandalbert.com. Bath: Wall tile: 
royalstonela.com. Front porch: Large pillow 
fabric: peterdunhamtextiles.com. 

GARDEN ORNAMENTS (pp. 62-69) Landscape 
designer: Wesley Rouse, Pine Meadow Gardens, 
Southbury, CT; 203-264-6066. 

ALL ABOUT GARDEN FOUNTAINS (pp 76-81) 
Thanks to Stephanie Barton, SB Garden Design, 

Los Angeles, CA; sbgardendesign.com. Demi 
Fortune, August Moon Designs, Stony Brook, NY; 
631-689-9637. Michael Classman, Michael 
Classman & Associates, Sacramento, CA; 
michaelglassman.com. Christine L. Massarelli, 
Massarelli’s, Hammonton, NJ; massarelli.com. 

Laura Morton, Laura Morton Design, West 
Hollywood, CA; lauramortondesign.com. 

Reindert Nefkens, Fiore Stone Inc., Corona, CA; 
alsgardenart.com. 

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE (pp 83-90) Q+A: Rusty 
lintels: r/zanfo to Brian Trimble, Brick Industry 
Association, Reston, VA; gobrick.com. Peeling 
paint— again: Thanks to Mario Guertin, Painting in 
Partnership, Palatine, IL; paintpartner.com. ft 


Time Inc. and This Old House Ventures do not 
endorse any product or service mentioned or 
advertised in this magazine. 

Subscribers: Your bank may provide updates to the card information we have on file. You may 
opt-out of this service at any time. This Old House (ISSN 1086-2633) is published monthly, 
except for the January/February and November/December issues, by ThisOld House Ventures, 
Inc., 135 West 50th St., New York, NY10020 (GST: 81996300RT0001). Canada Post Publications 
Mail Agreement No. 40110178. Peturn undeliverable Canada addresses to: Postal Stn. A, RO. Box 
4015,Toronto ON M5W 2T2 (GST: 81996300PT0001). Principal office: Rockefeller Center, New 
York, NY 10020-1393 (212-522-9465). Howard Averill, Treasurer. ©2015 This Old House 
Ventures, Inc. Vol. 20, No. 7. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without 
permission is prohibited. Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and additional mailing 
offices. Postmaster: Send address changes toThis Old House, RO. Box 62376, Tampa, FL33662- 
3768; 1-800-898-7237. U.S. Subscriptions: $19.95 for one year. This Old House and the This Old 
House Window are registered trademarks of This Old House Ventures, Inc. Printed in the U.S. A. 
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Glade^ Paint Additive 

Inspired by the best feelings 
in the world, Glade® Paint 
Additive allows you to use the 
largest part of your home— 
the walls and ceiling— to bring 
lasting freshness to any room. 
Just pour, stir, and paint! 

scentco.net/gladeproducts 


Introducing 

the Vintage Coilection 

AZEK Deck is upping the ante 
with its newest innovation— 
the Vintage Collection. With 
rich colors and classic style, the 
Vintage Collection represents a 
complete game-changer within 
capped PVC decking. Its unprec- 
edented natural, classic looks 
are designed to completely 
reinvent low maintenance PVC 
decking. Choose from three 
luxurious colors. 

azek.com 



Power, Performance. 
Reliability. 

With 8750 Peak/7000 running 
watts and 13 HP, Predator 
supplies power without fail 
for the most demanding uses: 
recreation, home standby, and 
on the most punishing construc- 
tion jobsites. They’ve passed our 
tests— so you can be sure they’ll 
pass yours. Use code 35391883 
to buy this generator for only 
$529.99, exclusively at Harbor 
Freight Tools. Offer expires 
11/24/15. 

600 STORES NATIONWIDE. 

HarborFreight.com 




Vacuum Your Lawn Clean! 

Hook the DR Leaf and Lawn Vacuum up to your riding mower and 
your annual battle with leaves is won! Vacuums your lawn clean, and 
shreds leaves into a fine mulch while you mow. 

Folds flat for storage in minutes. Converts to a 
rugged utility cart for year-round use. 

drleafvac.com 800-687-6575 




Abbey Carpet & Floor 

Whether you’re remodeling 
your home or just want to 
give your favorite room a new 
look, visit your locally owned 
Abbey Carpet & Floor 
showroom to see the latest 
styles and fashions in flooring. 
We’re sure you’ll find exactly 
what you’re looking for— 
all at prices that will make 
you smile! 

buyabbey.com/offer 



We're All About Comfort 

The Company Store® has been 
synonymous with craftsmanship 
and quality for generations. 
Since 1911 we’ve been hand- 
crafting our down comforters 
and pillows in our LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin factory— something 
we continue to do proudly and 
with a lot of expertise. 

Get 15% off your order + free 
shipping. Enter code BLUE515. 
Offer expires 7/27/15. 

Shop with us at 

thecompanystore.com 
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HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE 




economical, safe, simple. 



energy saving 
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100% Pure Siecli Convtctkm: 
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silent 
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easy install 
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MADE IN USA 



“I love these planters. 
They are perfect for every 
season and any plant. 
Everything looks hotter 
In nature.” 

“Surreal Planters are 
unhelievahly realistic.” 



“The perfect planters! They’re beautiful, 
durable, lightweight and horticulturally superior!” 


• Built from the molds of real logs 
with authentic bark texture! 

• Individually hand painted with 
UV-resistant (fade-free) paint 



• Made of high density, space-age polyurethane that’s waterproof and tough 


Sw the tttOte ffm ofSumal P/aaltn at 



• Keep plants cool in hot temps, warm in cold temps and retain water better “So Real” Performance Planters 


NATURE INNOVATIONS 


2800 BLACKSMITH LN 


KERRVILLE, TX 78028 
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SCREEN DOORS & MORE! 


Handmade in 
the USA... 


Just like the 
olden day si" 


www.VintageDoors.com 


Contact US today: 1 (800) 787-2001 
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Replace Eyesores with Assets 

Beautiful Grilles to Last a Lifetime 


I Dept. G1 508, 31 Tlytek Road, Leominster, MA 01453 


1 .800.880.3090 • www.reggioregister.com 


RainhandleR 

USE RAINHANDLER 
GET RID OF YOUR GUTTERS 

Rainhandler 


Prevents Erosion 

Runoff is changed to a 3 foot wide band 
of soft rain-sized droplets. 

Self-Cleans 

Unique louver design allows leaves and 
debris to blow or wash away. 

Protects Property 
I The Rainhandler self-cleaning system 
eliminates clogged, overflowing gutters & 
downspouts. No ground erosion. No more 
destructive ice dams from frozen gutters. 

For FREE information call or fax 
Ph: 800-942-3004, Fax: 800-606-2028 

SPECIAL OFFER! 30% OFF 
Mention Code TH81 5 
when you call or enter online at checkout 

L www.rainhandler.com 

OFFER EXPIRES 08/31/2015 


Installs Easily 

Each 5-foot section comes with 3 brackets & 
6 screws. Do an entire home in 3 or 4 hours. 

Maintenance-Free 

All-aluminum Rainhandler louvers make 
messy, leaking gutters history. 

Protects You 

Self-cleaning system protects you 
from climbing ladders. 

Guarantees 

Money-back satisfaction guaranteed for one 
full year, 25-year warranty. 


The Original 
Trimmer-on-Wheels 


Just Got BETTER! 



• Trims, mows waist-high grass and weeds. 

• Cuts brush, saplings up to 3" thick with exclusive 
accessories. 

o 

• Thickest, longest-lasting cord available any-where ^ 

(225 mil Sawtooth™). x 




ONLY the DR® Field 
and Brush Mower has... 


• Unstoppable power to mow down saplings up to 
3" thick. 

• Lockable differential for easy turning and go- 
anywhere traction. 

• 4-season functionality with quick-change 
attachments. 


STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION is lightweight, 
durable, and portable (it folds for easy storage). 

PERFORATED LID and 

sidewalls maximize air- 
flow and trap embers. 

1600° TEMPERATURES 

mean more thorough ^ 
burning with less ash. 


No more UNSAFE and UNSIGHTLY rusty barrel! 


''Always check local ordinances before burning, 


with the ^ 
Stainless Steely 

BurnCage" 


PERFECT FOR: 

• Sensiti]/e financial documents 

• All burnable household waste* 

• Old leaves and branches 


America's #1 
Selling Brush 
Mower for 
Over 25 
Years! 


20 HP, 
V-Twin 
model 


DRtrimmers.com 


BurnCage.com 


TOW-BEHIND 
MODELS TOO! 


DRfieldbrush.com 


FREE 

1 36 mo. 



SHIPPING 

FINANCING 


UijAi-l 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL FOR DETAILS. 

NO FREE SHIPPING, FINANCING 6-MONTH TRIAL OR DVD FOR BURNCAGE 


Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Includes product specifications and factory-direct offers. 


888 - 206-42 12 
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TOUGH 

Expanding, 
Sticks to 
Everything 

GLUE 



For the Toughest Johs 
on Planet Earth*^ 


www.gorillatough.com 

©2015 The Gorilla Glue Company 



WeatherTech^ 

American Manufacturing Done Right! 


IE, ^ 

Designed in USA 
Handcrafted in Germany 


FloorLiners™, Cargo Liners and Side Window Deflectors 
for virtually any Car, Truck, SUV and Minivan 

WeatherTech.com • 800-441-6287 


For US Customers : 

WeatherTech.com 

©2015 MacNeil IP LLC 


1^1 

For Canadian Customers : 

WeatherTech.ca 


For European Customers : 

WeatherTechEurope.com 


Patio - Deck - Pool - Porch 
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Compare similar at $ 


POWER 
HOUSE 
16 CIGAR 
COMBO 

■ 16 Premium 
Hand-Rolled Cigars 

■ Bonus Cherrywood- A 
finish Humidor # 

(Holds 20 Cigars) ^ 

• Ultra Reliable 
Butane Lighter 

■ A Guillotine 
Cigar Cutter 


U.S. 2015 1-Oz. Silver Eagle BU: Not Sold to the Public by the U.S. Mint! 

The U.S. Mint’s 2015 Eagle contains a full troy ounce of pure investment grade 
silver and is the largest U.S. silver dollar in American minting history. Brilliant 
Uncirculated. Just $22.95 each, regardless of quantity ordered. (#46792). Act 
now, price subject to change due to market conditions. 

• Money-Back Guarantee • 30-Day No-Risk Home Examination • 

• No On-Approval Coins Sent; No Clubs to Join • 

International Coins & Currency 

62 Ridge St., Dept. N5540, Montpelier, VT 05602 

1-800-451-4463 * www.iccoin.com/n5540 


Promo Code TA295 Add $4.95 for Shipping - #887870. ; 

OFFER GOOD FOR 30 DAYS One per customer, Florida residents ADD 7% sales tax, 
not available to minors and good only in the USA. All written orders must include 
your date of birth and signature. . 


Call 1-800-368-5616 or 
thompsonspecials.com 




DREAMING 
AND START 
LIVING 

Does your living space stop on 
the ground floor because your 
basement is damp and 
uninviting? Reclaim that 
1/3 of your home with 
* DRYLOK® Masonry 
^ Waterproofer. Your 
^ basement can be a 
playroom, laundry 
room, workshop and 
^ more in one weekend. 


1 STOPS WATER 

3 PROVEN FORMULAS 

INDEPENDENTLY TESTED 

NEW CLEAR TO USE ON 
BASEMENT FLOORS AND 


BRINGS UVING TO 


THB NEXT LEVEL 

Visit DRYLOK.COM for inspirational 
photos, how-to videos and brochures 
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From Rustic Cabins th Custom Orsigned Homes... 

j . I'iL ‘ I . ■ t 
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Any Home Can be^loq Home 


The Nation's leader in quality tongue-n-groove 
Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling. 


GREAT FOR: 

New or Existing Homes • Basements • Dens • Rec Rooms 
Kitchens • Baths • Studies • Garages • Out Buildings • Cottages 






THE WOODWORKERS SHOPPE 


Skyline Woods' finest of log home products are available at the 
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide! 

Call (800) 818-9971 • woodworkersshoppe.com 


WHERE VINTAGE AND MODERN COLLIDE® 

visit call 

www.barnlightelectric.com 800-407-8784 

Scan the code to learn more about 
the light featured in this ad. 
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ThePerff^ 


Storm! 


InnerglasS^ Interior Storm Windows: 

Maintain the charm and heauty of your 
existing windows 

• Significantly reduce heating and cooling hills 

• Compression-Fit to eliminate drafts completely 
Greatly reduce outside noise 

Are perfect for enclosing screen porches 
Save energy, save money and save history! 




Innerglassr 

Window Systems, LLC 

The Compression-Fit Advantage 


1-800-743-6207 • www.stormwindows.com 


Your business 
needs Resources . 

To advertise, 
contact Jennifer Izzo 
at Media People Inc. today! 

212 - 779-7172 

jizzo@mediapeople.conn 
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HARDOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 




How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell CHEAT QUAUTY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our toots will go 
toe-tO'toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It's just that 
simple! Come visit one ot our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 


SUPER COUPON 
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• 100% Sat isf act I on Guaranteed 

• Over 25 MilRen Satisfied Customers 


* No Hassle Heturn Policy 

• Lifetime Warranty 0 . «« i««ia 


• GOO Stores Nationwide 

• HarborFrelglit.cDm 800-423-2567 







PRICE Free (must be moved) 
LOCATION Enfield, North Carolina 

CONTACT Robert Parrott, 
919-832-3652, ext. 230 


THE HISTORY Known as Branch 
Grove, this farmhouse started as a 
humble Georgian cottage. In the 
1840s, wealthy farmer Samuel 
Branch— part of a well-to-do family 
that included prominent tradesmen 
and even a three -term governor— 
added on the much larger front- 
facing Federal structure. The 
farmhouse has a decorated history: 

If s the birthplace of Alpheus Branch, 
SamueFs son, who went on 
to found Branch Banking and 
Trust (BB&T), one of the nation’s 
largest banks. The house is still part 
of a working farm but has been 
vacant since the 1970s, and now 
Preservation North Carolina is 
looking for a buyer. 

WHY SAVE IT? This quaint cottage 
turned refined farmhouse features 
a blend of Federal and Georgian 
styles. The simple facade showcases 
a hallmark Federal portico. Inside, 
the rooms have tall ceilings and 
wide-plank heart-pine fioors, wide- 
board and paneled wainscoting, and 
wood trim around the nine-over- 
nine and six-over-nine windows. 
WHAT IT NEEDS The Federal portion 
of the house has fared better than the 
older Georgian part, which has lost 
most of its fiooring. Electrical and 
plumbing systems need updating 
throughout, and you’ll have to 
replace some windows and part of 
the roof The house must be moved 
within 25 miles of its current 
location. The good news is that 
suitable lots start at $2,500 per 
acre— and with its powerful pedigree 
and stately style. Branch Grove is 
worth the effort. - MEGAN BAKER 



THIS OLD HOUSE 






FREE! 

Federal 

farmhouse 


GOT A HOUSE? 

If you know of an old house that 
should be saved and is for sale, write 
to savethisoldhouse@timeinc.com 
or This Old House, 135 West 50th 
Street, New York, NY 10020. 


1. The primary structure’s original portico has a 
classic Federal-style fanlight above the front door. 

2. The staircase in the main part of the house is 
still in place and missing only a few balusters. 

3. Southern heart-pine floors line the wainscoted 
interior: most of the boards are ripe for restoration. 

4. The old mantels, now stored elsewhere, boast 
Federal-style woodwork. 


100 THISOLDHOUSE.COM AUGUST 2015 




that’s before there 
were color TVs. 


GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and 
fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a 
quote and see how much you could save today. 


1-800-947-AUTO | local office 


geico.com 


M5ney Since 1936 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of 
Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO 




It's where 

you'll make pancakes at 2 in the morning. 

It's where you'll perform epic shower concerts. 

It's where you'll tell her she's gonna be a sister. 

It's where you'll long to be when you're anywhere else. 


But first you have to find it... 



